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Chapter 1

Introduction and Results Overview

Global change and its impacts on human society has become one of the most important
problems concerning our near future. There is now a broad agreement within the scien-
tific community that the observed global temperature change is a result of anthropogenic
greenhouse gas emissions from fossil fuel burning. Since the start of the industrialization in
the 17th century, atmospheric greenhouse gas concentrations increased rapidly. CO2 con-
centration for example, rose from about 280 ppm at 1850 to a value of more than 370 ppm
at present. From ice core data we know that in the last 500’000 years CO2 levels varied
between 200 ppm during glacial and 280 ppm during interglacial time periods [42]. Hence
the present day CO2 concentration is the highest level recorded in half a million of years
of climate history. 2001 the scientific community reported in the third assessment report of
the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change IPPC [27] for the first time undoubtable
evidence for global climate change. The most important findings: The temperature increase
of the last 50 years is human made, and climate model predict a global mean temperature
increase of 1.4–5.8◦C by the year 2100. Despite this clear evidence political discussion is
still the same as years ago. At the international environmental conference of Kyoto 1997 an
agreement was made to reduce greenhouse gas emissions mainly of the western industrial-
ized world. Switzerland signed to reduce CO2 emissions by 8% below the level of 1990 until
2008–2012. But Swiss CO2 emissions are still increasing, and the parliament still hesitates
to take such measures as to increase prices on fossil energy. However, this work not concerns
the politics but the physical mechanisms controlling our climate system. This is done by
the analysis of historical data obtained from polar ice cores. Particularly the study of rapid
climate change events during the last ice age can help to constrain relevant processes.

The earth climate is of a highly complex nature. To reach a better understanding requires
the knowledge of the interactions and behavior of the atmosphere, the ocean the marine and
terrestrial biosphere, the cryosphere, and the lithosphere. Scientists from different disciplines
have to work together in order to better understand how our planets climate behave and
what is going to happen to it in our near future. The Climate and Environmental Physics
division of the University of Bern is part of the interdisciplinary climate science community.
On one hand experimental work is done on climate paleo archives, such as polar and alpine
ice cores, firn air, tree rings, and groundwater as well as on recent atmospheric air and
hydrological water samples. On the other hand the experimental results are used to calibrate
and improve climate models which can be used to predict future climate. The study of
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climate history is essential to learn how the system behaves. It is the only way to tackle
the relevant processes driving the highly complex climate on our planet.
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Figure 1.1: Figure taken from Blunier and Brook [8]. Isotopic and CH4 data from Greenland and Antarctica
on the GISP2 timescale. DO events are recorded in the Greenland δ18Oice record (A). They are labelled
with numbers 1–21. Dashed lines indicate the onset of the major DO events, event A1–A4 correspond with
H-events. δ18Oice is a proxy for temperature. The records from GISP2 Greenland (A), and Byrd station
Antarctica (B) are compared to CH4 data from GISP2 and GRIP Greenland (C) and Byrd Antarctica (D).
The CH4 concentration from both hemispheres is closely related to temperature changes in Greenland.

The complexity can be seen for example on the many abrupt temperature shifts during the
last ice age (10’000–110’000 years BP) revealed in Greenland ice cores, by measurements of
the stable isotope composition of water. 24–25 so called Dansgard/Oeschger (DO) events
are recorded in Greenland ice cores. DO events are characterized by an abrupt warming of
up to 16◦C within only a few decades [34, 31], followed by a more gradual cooling. Antarctic
ice cores show much less pronounced temperature variability. Only the biggest DO events
have a clear counterpart in the Antarctic ice cores. Antarctic temperature was increasing
during the cold phase of the DO event and falling after Greenland warming started. This
contradictional behavior of the two hemispheres has been called the seesaw effect [51]. It
probably has its origin in ocean circulation. The big DO events are preceded by massive ice
surches from the northern hemispheric ice sheets, so called Heinrich (H) events. H events
are documented by ice rafted debris deposition in North Atlantic sediments. The huge
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amount of fresh water released with the ice caused a reduction or even a collapse of the
North Atlantic deep water formation (NADW) that could reduce or stop the northward
transportation of warm tropical waters by the Thermohaline Circulation (THC) [30]. Syn-
chronization of Greenland and Antarctic ice cores suggests that these H-DO tandems are
closely related to global greenhouse gas concentration like CO2 and CH4. The residence time
of CH4 in the atmosphere is about 10 years. The CH4 concentration follows the changes
observed in Greenland temperature. Hence CH4 can be used to synchronize records from
both hemispheres [8] (Figure 1.1).

This work focuses mainly on the study of rapid climate change happening during the last ice
age. In this framework we developed new on-line techniques for analyses of (i) the elemental
and isotopic composition of ancient atmospheric air, extracted from polar ice cores and polar
firn, as well as of (ii) the stable isotopic composition of water samples taken from ice cores.
The stable isotope composition of both, water and air, can be used to reconstruct ancient
temperature evolution.

1.1 Isotopes

Atoms consist of a positive charged nucleus surrounded by orbiting negative charged elec-
trons. The mass of the atom mainly depends on the number of nucleons, A, i.e. neutrons
and protons, present in the nucleus, since electrons have much less mass than nucleons.
Protons are positive charged whereas neutrons carry no charge. Elements are defined by
their number of protons, Z, and are listed in the Element System. Isotopes are atoms of
different masses within an element that is defined by its atomic number, Z. The isotopes
of one element differ from each other in the number of neutrons. There are stable and
unstable (radioactive) isotopes. This work focuses only on the analysis of stable isotopes.
The elements and molecules and the corresponding isotopes, which are investigated in this
work, are listed in Tables 1.1 and 1.2.

Table 1.1: Natural abundance of the stable isotopes of the elements discussed in this work.

Element Isotope (natural abundance in %)
Hydrogen 1H (99.985) 2H (0.015)
Helium 4He (99.99986) 3He (0.00014)
Carbon 12C (98.90) 13C (1.10)
Nitrogen 14N (99.63) 15N (0.37)
Oxygen 16O (99.762) 18O (0.200) 17O (0.038)
Argon 40Ar (99.600) 36Ar (0.337) 38Ar (0.063)

1.2 Mass Spectrometry

There exist different techniques to measure either absolute or relative isotope abundance,
such as interferometry, obtical spectrometry, gas chromatography (GC), and mass spectrom-
etry. In this study all measurements are performed using isotope ratio mass spectrometry
(IRMS). It is an expensive but very reliable technique. To measure the isotope ratios of
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Table 1.2: Isotopic composition and molecular masses of the molecules discussed in this work.

Molecule Isotopic composition (molecular mass in g/mol)
Molecular Hydrogen 1H2(2)

1H2H (3)
Molecular Nitrogen 14N2(28)

14N15N (29)
Molecular Oxygen 16O2 (32) 16O17O (33) 16O18O (34)
Carbon dioxide 12C16O2 (44) 13C16O18O and 12C16O17O (45) 12C16O18O (46)
Nitrous oxide 14N16

2 O (44) 15N14N16O and 14N17
2 O (45) 14N18

2 O (46)

gaseous substances within a molecular mass range from 2 to 100 amu, usually sector field
IRMS is used. Such IRMS consist of the following main compounds (Figure 1.2).

• (a) The ion source: The gas sample is ionized by electron impact and accelerated in an
electric field. The velocity depends on the mass/charge ratio, m/z, of the ion. From
E = zU = mv2/2 follows v =

√

2U/(m/z).

• (b) The ion separation: The accelerated ions are deflected in an electro magnetic field,
B. The deflection force is proportional to charge, z, and the velocity, v, of the ion:
F = zvB = mv2/r, where r is the the radius of the ion tracks in the magnetic field.
r can be expressed as follows: r = (m/z)(v/B). Hence the ions are sorted according
their m/z ratio. Generally, z = 1.

• (c) The ion detection: After the deflection, the ions are detected and counted in faraday
collector cups. The electric current, or the voltage measured over a resistor, is directly
proportional to the number of ions collected per time unit. In an IRMS typically an
array of collector cups is placed in a way that the ions of interest can be detected
simultaneously on different cups. In one of our IRMS, a FinniganMAT Delta Plus XL,
8 different mass/charge ratios can be analyzed at the same time (m/z=28, 29, 32, 33,
34, 36, 40, 44). Hence it is possible to measure the isotopic and elemental composition
of the main air compounds, nitrogen, oxygen, argon, and CO2 simultaneously.

The relative variability of the isotopic ratios of the analyzed gases is only in the order of
a few tenth of a per mil or less. In order to achieve a measurement precision which is high
enough to resolve such small variations, isotope ratios are always measured relative to a
known standard. Isotope ratio determinations are expressed in the so called δ-notation:

δ =
RSA −RST

RST
× 10000/00 (1.1)

where RSA and RST are the isotope ratio of the sample and the standard, respectively (e.g
R =15N/14N for nitrogen). The results are expressed against international standard mate-
rial, which are Vienna-PDB (carbonate from Peedee Belemnite), Vienna-SMOW (Standard
Mean Ocean Water), and Vienna-SLAP (Standard Light Antarctic Precipitation). The V-
PDB scale is mostly used for 13C isotope determinations of CO2, whereas the SMOW/SLAP
scale is used for oxygen and hydrogen isotope determinations from water and CO2 sam-
ples. Nitrogen and argon measurements are referenced to ambient air, since the natural
variability is very low [37].
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Figure 1.2: FinniganMAT Delta Plus XL isotope ratio mass spectrometer with an array of eight collector
cups for the simultaneous detection of the isotopic and elemental composition of the main air compounds,
nitrogen, oxygen, argon, and CO2.

Of great importance is the sample inlet system. Samples can be of solid, fluid or gaseous
state. In our laboratory we admit only gaseous samples to the IRMS, however, several
peripherals exist to convert solids and liquids into gases. For IRMS usually a dual inlet
system is used consisting of two bellows one containing the sample and the other the
standard. The volume of the bellows is adjustable in order to maintain equal pressures
on both sides. Measurements are performed by switching frequently between sample and
standard.

1.2.1 On-Line Techniques

In order to couple peripheral systems, like for example GC columns, combustion or reduction
ovens, to an IRMS novel inlet techniques were developed, which no longer use the dual inlet
technique for the gas supply. On-line techniques usually use a carrier gas, mostly helium
(He), to transport the sample gas from the extraction through the peripheral system and
a so called open-split into the mass spectrometer. The open-split (Figure 1.3) consists of a
tiny glass tube over which several capillaries are connected. The sample capillary is coming
from the peripheral system carrying the sample. The MS capillary connects the open-split
with the ion source of the mass spectrometer. Due to the open geometry of the glass tube,
the pressure gradient between open-split and ion source, and hence the sample flux to the
IRMS, remains constant. A third capillary carries pure He. It can be used to dilute the
sample depending on the position of this capillary within the open-split. Usually the split
ratio, sample flow/MS flow is in the order of 50:1 [25]. Hence most of the sample is waste
and leaves the open-split to atmosphere. This waste flow is important, since it prevents
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contamination with ambient air. Nevertheless, on-line techniques allow smaller sample size
and higher sample throughput than off-line methods. In chapter 2 and 3 new on-line
extraction and analyzing methods are described, which were developed during
this work. The purpose of the new methods is to melt a long piece ice continuously
at one end and subsequently analyze either the water isotopes δ18O [35] and δ2H [22] of
the melted ice, or extract the air from the melt water and measure the air elemental and
isotopic composition [25, 23]. This allows for the first time to perform high resolution isotope
measurements on ice cores with a continuous flow technique.

Sample MS

Helium

Figure 1.3: The open-split consists of a tiny glass tube over which several capillaries are mounted. It
connects peripheral on-line systems with the mass spectrometer (MS)

1.3 Polar Ice Sheets as Climate Archives

Direct climate monitoring is restricted to about 1–2 centuries. Therefore, to go back in time
information has to be extracted from climate archives, such as ice cores, firn air, tree rings,
sediments, corals, ground water, stalagmites, historical documents etc. The archives used
in this work are polar ice cores (chapter 5) and firn air (chapter 4). The timescale
of these archives is rather different. Polar ice cores reach back several 100’000 years as far as
nearly one million, whereas firn air studies document the last century. A big advantage of
both archives is the more or less direct climate information and the high temporal resolution.
The polar ice sheets of Greenland and Antarctica are enormous storages of ancient ice. A
schematic view on an ice sheet is given in Figure 1.4. The thickness in the center of the ice
sheet, the dome, is about 3–4 km. Depending on the accumulation rate and the ice flow at
a specific site, this corresponds to about 100–200 kyr in Greenland and about 500–1000 kyr
in Antarctica. Due to the ice flow from the dome towards the edges of the ice sheet, the ice
is thinning out with depth. As a result of the ice thinning, the time resolution decreases
with depth.
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Figure 1.4: A schematic view on a polar ice sheet with a drill station on the dome. The snow is accumulated
in the accumulation zone on the center of the ice sheet. It is slowly transported by ice flow towards the
costal ablation zone. This leads to a thinning of the ice layers with depth.

1.3.1 The Transformation of Snow to Ice

The uppermost part of an ice sheet is called the firn (Figure 1.5). It describes the transfor-
mation zone from snow to ice. Firn is a porous media. The density and porosity structure
depend on site conditions like accumulation rate and temperature [20, 38, 44]. The ice crys-
tals are reorganized first geometrically in the upper 5–10 m and then, when density reaches
about 550 kg/m3, by increasing its size during a sintering process. Herron [20] developed an
empirical model which describes the relation of density, accumulation and temperature. The
air can move trough the upper part of the firn and is locked-in at a given density, experi-
mentally found to be 818 kg/m3. The depth where this density is reached varies for different
sites. It depends mainly on the temperature and the accumulation rates. Lower tempera-
tures and associated lower accumulation rates cause deeper close-off depths [38, 43, 46, 45].
Close-off depth can vary between 50–120 m. The main transport mechanism within the
porous firn column is molecular diffusion. As a consequence of the diffusive movement of
air in the firn column, the age of the entrapped air is much younger than the age of the
surrounding ice. The exact determination of this gas age-ice age difference (∆age) is es-
sential in order to compare data from different climate records. One approach to deduce
the ∆age is to model the firn densification and air diffusion. The porous firn column can
be divided into three different zones (Figure 1.5). (i) A convective zone at the top, where
the air in well mixed by convection and wind driven air flow, followed by (ii) a diffusive
zone, where the composition of the air is altered due to vertical diffusion, and finally (iii) a
non-diffusive zone, where no vertical mixing occurs anymore but horizontal moving is still
possible. Convective zones are normally only a couple of meters deep or even not existent.
Deep convective zones are only detected at very cold low accumulation sites on the Antarc-
tic continent, like for example Vostok or Dome Fuji (8–10 m convective zones). But during
ice ages when temperature was more than 20◦C colder, accumulation rates were very low,
and winds were stronger, the presence of deep convective zones was probably more likely.
However, there is no consistent theory which explains convective zones. Lock-in depth (LID)
predictions from models disagree with measurements at nearly all Antarctic sites during
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Figure 1.5: The firn structure. Snow is accumulated at the surface and gradually transformed to ice by
a sintering process. During this process atmospheric air is trapped in bubbles in the ice. The isotopic
composition of the air is altered in the diffusive column of the firn by gravitational settling and thermal
diffusion.

glacial periods, measurements being lower. Since model do not incorporate convective zones
the difference could be explained by more pronounced convective zones during glacials. But
of course other mechanisms could be responsible for the discrepancies. Till now it is an
unsolved problem. In chapter 5 this problem is discussed for measurements made
on the NorthGRIP ice core [40, 24] and a possible solution is presented.

1.3.2 Climate Information from Firn Air

Alterations of the air composition in the diffusive firn column can be described by three
effects, which are (i) the gravitational settling [43, 9], (ii) the molecular concentration dif-
fusion (ordinary diffusion) [14, 52], and the thermal diffusion [50, 36, 34]. The gravitational
settling is driven by the earth gravity acceleration, g, the molecular mass of the gas, m, and
the depth off the firn column, z, according to the Barometric formula. Relative enrichment
of two elements or isotopes can well be linearly approximated by the diffusive column height
(DCH) and the mass difference, ∆m, between two molecular species:

δ =
(

e∆mgz/RT − 1
)

× 10000/00 ∼= ∆mgz/RT × 10000/00 (1.2)

where T is the temperature and R the ideal gas constant. Heavy molecules will be enriched
at the lock-in depth at the bottom of the firn column. Ordinary diffusion is driven by a
atmospheric concentration gradient. Thermal diffusion, finally, is active when temperature
is not constant over the diffusive firn column. A temperature gradient, ∆T , between the top
(Tt) and the bottom (Tb) of the diffusive firn column, can be the result of a rapid changing
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surface temperature as it happened during Dansgaard/Oeschger events [24] (see chapter
5). Thermal diffusion forces lighter molecules to move toward the warmer end of the firn
column. The strength of the fractionation due to thermal diffusion can be calculated by the
following equation:

δ =

[(

Tt

Tb

)αT

− 1

]

× 10000/00 ∼= Ω∆T (1.3)

where αT is the the temperature dependent thermal diffusion factor, and Ω = αT /T the
thermal diffusion sensitivity [16, 17, 36]. For nitrogen isotopes, δ15N, the fractionation is
about 0.0140/00/K at -50◦C. Therefore, a rapid increase of the surface temperature will
result in an increase of the isotope ratio at the bottom of the firn column. This is only
the case for rapid temperature changes. When temperature is changing slowly (<1◦C/100
yr), no thermal gradient is manifested in the firn and hence no thermal diffusion will be
detected. Seasonal temperature variations do only affect the upper 20–30 m of the firn
column. Thermal fractionation can be detected when sampling air from shallow depths.
Deeper down seasonal effects are smoothed out [48].

The age of the air at the bubble close-off depends on the site conditions. It can reach up
to about 100 years. The direct air sampling from the firn column gives access to those
archived compositions. The first firn air samples were taken by Schwander et al. [44]. In the
following years a number of firn air studies have been done. It is an archive that covers the
human industrialization and is therefore important closing the gab between ice core data
and direct atmospheric measurements, especially for greenhouse gases like CO2 and CH4

[2] as well as isotopes [14]. Firn air is the only direct archive for human made trace gases,
such as CFC’s, SF6, etc. Furthermore, firn air measurements help to better understand
the processes occurring in the firn column which alter the composition of the air finally
trapped in the ice. In chapter 4 a size dependent fractionation process during
bubble close-off is investigated using firn air measurements. Hence, beside the
climate information coming from direct measurements, firn air studies are very important
to improve our knowledge about the reliability of ice cores as archive for ancient atmospheric
air. The effect of gravitational enrichment and thermal diffusion applies for both elemental
as well as isotopic compositions. However, for elemental compositions these effects are in
the order of the measurements precision. In contrast the extremely high precision of isotopic
determinations allows us to clearly detect such firn process influences.

Regarding the composition of trace gases, such as CO2, CH4, and N2O, ice cores are a direct
atmospheric archive [26, 41, 13]. On the other hand, for the elemental ratios O2/N2 and
Ar/N2, the process of size dependent fractionation during the bubble-close off is dominant
[3, 4, 21]. Hence these ratios do not reflect atmospheric values.

1.3.3 What can we learn from the Isotopic Composition of Ice Cores?

Stable Isotopes of the Ice as a Temperature Proxy

The stable isotope composition of the ice itself, as well as of the entrapped air is carrying
an enormous amount of information about ancient climate. Water isotopes, δ18O and δD,
are usually used as a proxy for the temperature at the site of the ice core. The isotopic
composition of the precipitation depends on temperature. The lower the temperature, the



14 1. INTRODUCTION AND RESULTS OVERVIEW

more depleted the precipitation. Heavy water molecules condense earlier than light ones,
resulting in a constant isotopic depletion of the clouds during its transport from the source
region over the ocean to the continental precipitation sites.

Concerning the climate system, we can learn a lot from δ18O and δD. In Figure 1.1 the
δ18O from the Greenland site GISP2 is compared to an Antarctic record of Byrd [8]. It
is nicely documented that the last glacial period lasted from about 110 kyr BP to 15 kyr
BP. In Greenland the cold climate was interrupted by several warm events (DO-events),
whereas in Antarctica the temperature remained more or less constantly cold. 20 kyr ago,
the temperature started to rise, first in Antarctica then abruptly in Greenland. The following
warm period in Greenland is called the Bølling-Allerød. During this time the rise of the
Antarctic temperature was interrupted (Antarctic Cold Reversal). Later on, Greenland
climate shifted into the last cold period (Younger Dryas) which lasted about 1000 years,
before the temperatures in both hemispheres inevitably rose into the long and constant
warm period, the Holocene. This 10’000 year warm period was essential for the development
of modern cultures. To investigate these different time frames ice core drilling projects were
organized.

A new deep drilling operation has been completed in 2003 in North Greenland at the
NorthGRIP site [40] (75.1◦N, 42.3◦W), 324 km North-North-West of the summit site where
the GRIP [18] and GISP2 [19] ice cores were retrieved (see Figure 1.6). The oldest ice found
in NorthGRIP belongs to the last interglacial (Eem) 120 kyr BP. The high rates of basal
ice melting restrict the thinning of the ice layers and the possibility of ice disturbance in
the bottom part of the core. It is the first Greenland ice core that reveals undisturbed ice
from the Eemian period. The isotope ratios imply substantially warmer (by 5◦C) conditions
than present day at that time. Furthermore a new DO event (DO 25) has been found in
the stable isotope record δ18Oice of NorthGRIP. This record is discussed in detail in
chapter 5 [40].

In contrast to Greenland, Antarctic ice cores reach far further back in time. The new Dome C
core drilled in the framework of the European Project for Ice Coring in Antarctica (EPICA)
provides a climate record extending 740 kyr back in time [39]. Eight glacial interglacial cycles
are documented in the climate record. The completion of the drilling will offer a record of
nearly one millon years. The climate of the last 500 kyr was characterized by extremely
strong 100 kyr cyclicity. During the earlier part of the Quartenary (before 1 million years
BP), cycles of 41 kyr dominated. The period in between shows intermediate behavior. The
observed frequencies arise from parameters of the Earth’s orbit that control the amount,
and the seasonal and latitudinal distribution, of solar radiation [6]. The reason for the
dominance of the 100 kyr (eccentricity) over the 41 kyr (obliquity) band in the later part of
the record, and the amplifiers that allow small changes in radiation to cause large changes
in global climate, are not well understood.

In order to deduce temperature information from isotope data, one has to know the rela-
tionship on which both parameter depend. For present day conditions a linear relationship
between temperature and δ18O and δD, respectively can be found. It is obtained by measur-
ing the isotopic composition of precipitation at various sites lying on a trajectory between
the evaporative regions and the high latitudes where the snow precipitates. This linear rela-
tionship is called the spatial slope, αspatial. It is about 0.670/00/◦C for Greenland δ18O [11].
Using this relationship as a paleothermometer relies on the assumption that the spatial
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Figure 1.6: Map of Greenland with the deep ice core drilling sites NorthGRIP (75.1◦N, 42.3◦W), GRIP
(72.5◦N, 37.3◦W), GISP2 (72.5◦N, 38.3◦W), Dye3 (65.2◦N, 43.8◦W), Renland (71.3◦N, 26.7◦W), and Camp
Century (77.2◦N, 61.1◦W). The Figure is taken from [40]

relationship does not change with time and consequently that the spatial and temporal
slopes are the same which is clearly not the case for Greenland as shown from comparison
with independent estimates of temperature changes [28]. Such an independent estimate can
be borehole temperature measurements. This method showed that the interpretation of
the δ18O profile using the spatial slope underestimates the Last Glacial Maximum (LGM)
(21 kyr BP) to Holocene temperature change by about 12◦C or 100%. The temporal slope
during the LGM was αtemporal=0.320/00/◦C [10], probably due to changes in the seasonality
of the precipitation between glacial and interglacial periods with huge decreases of winter
snowfall during glacial periods [53]. For Antarctic cores this effect is less pronounced and
spatial and temporal slopes do not differ significantly [29].

Surface Temperature Reconstruction from Nitrogen and Argon Isotopes

Greenland borehole temperature reconstructions, however, allow to assess past temperature
variations only on long timescales. The temporal resolution decreases rapidly with age [1].
Air isotopic measurements of δ15N and δ36Ar, which are altered in the firn column at times
of rapid temperature changes, complement the borehole reconstructions on short timescales.
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For stable climatic conditions the enrichment of the nitrogen as well as the argon isotope
ratios in the ice, which are stable in the atmosphere [37] over long time periods, can be
used to calculate the height of the diffusive column DCH. During a rapid climate shift, an
additional change of the δ15N composition, due to thermal diffusion occurs. By measuring
the isotopic composition of both, nitrogen and argon, the thermal and the gravitational
signal can be separated. Thus the amplitude of past surface temperature changes can be
assessed by the combined measurement of these isotopes [47, 15, 32]. With the technique
we use in our laboratory [23], it is not possible to measure argon isotopes with the required
precision. Hence, we use another approach to deduce temperature information from δ15N
measurements alone [24, 34, 36]. In chapter 5 a detailed temperature reconstruction
over 9 consecutive DO events on the NorthGRIP ice core is presented. The
reconstruction covers the time period from 64 to 38 kyr BP with a temporal resolution
of 50 to 100 yr. This study implies that the idea of a constant linear relationship between
δ18Oice and temperature has to be modified [24]. Landais et al. [31] came to same conclusion
for the time period of 74 to 62 kyr BP on NorthGRIP.

In the last years several similar studies on the assessment of rapid temperature changes in
Greenland were done [47, 34, 36, 49, 15, 32, 24, 31, 33]. A summary of those studies is given
in Table 1.3. It documents, that this work contributed a significant part to the knowledge
on Greenland temperature. With a nearly complete high resolution δ15N record from about
125–38 kyr BP (DO 25–DO 8), the NorthGRIP ice core is of great importance regarding
past temperature evolution.

Table 1.3: Compilation of rapid temperature changes (∆T ) in Greenland. The uncertainty of the ∆T
determinations is about ±3◦C.

Event Ice core Approx. age (kyr BP) ∆T (◦C) Reference
8200 yr event GRIP 8.2 -7.4 [36]
YD-transition GISP2 11.5 10 [50]
YD-transition GISP2 11.5 12 [15]
Bølling-transition GISP2 14.5 11 [50, 49]
Bølling-transition GISP2 14.5 16 [15]
DO 9 NorthGRIP 40 9 [24]
DO 10 NorthGRIP 42 11.5 [24]
DO 11 NorthGRIP 44 15 [24]
DO 12 NorthGRIP 48 12.5 [24]
DO 12 GRIP 45 12 [32]
DO 13 NorthGRIP 50 8 [24]
DO 15 NorthGRIP 57 10 [24]
DO 16 NorthGRIP 59 9 [24]
DO 17 NorthGRIP 60 12 [24]
DO 18 NorthGRIP 65 11 [31]
DO 19 NorthGRIP 73 16 [31]
DO 19 GRIP 70 16 [34]
DO 20 NorthGRIP 77 11 [31]
DO 23 NorthGRIP 103 10 [33]
DO 24 NorthGRIP 105 16 [33]
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The Oxygen Cycle

Another important parameter that can be obtained from air measurements on ice cores
is the isotopic composition of atmospheric oxygen, δ18Oatm. It is inferred from δ18O mea-
surements corrected for gravitational settling and thermal diffusion using δ15N. Dole [12]
has found that the isotopic composition of water oxygen is lower compared to atmospheric
oxygen. The difference of 23.50/00 is known as the Dole effect. Bender [5] showed that on
long timescales δ18Oatm variations go parallel to changes of the global ice volume, since
the isotopic signature of the oceanic water, which depends on the extent of the isotopically
depleted polar ice sheets, is transmitted via the biosphere to the atmosphere by photosyn-
thesis/respiration activities. These processes can be summarized by the simplified equation
as follows:

CO2 +H2OÀ CH2O+O2 (1.4)

In Figure 1.7 a compilation of oxygen isotope data obtained during this work is compared
to existing records. Since oxygen is perfectly mixed within the atmosphere, δ18Oatm can be
used to synchronize timescales of ice core records from different hemispheres. The atmo-
spheric ratio of the lighter oxygen isotope, δ17Oatm, should behave accordingly. However,
an anomaly in δ17Oatm is observed caused by stratospheric O2-CO2 exchange [7]. The rela-
tive rates of biologic O2 production and stratospheric processing determine the relationship
between δ17O and δ18O of O2 in the atmosphere. The parameter

∆17O = (δ17Oatm − 0.52δ18Oatm)× 1000 permeg (1.5)

can be used to asses the strength of biological productivity. The measurement precision,
however, has to be very high, since ∆17O variations are in the order of only a few per meg
(1/1000 of a per mil!).

Changes of the atmospheric oxygen concentration are anti-correlated to CO2 changes, due
the biological processes described in eq. 1.4 as well as fossil fuel burning. Fossil fuel oxidation
can be described as follows:

CH2O(S) + O2 → CO2 +H2O+ (SO2) (1.6)

For biogenic processes, taking fertilizers into account, about 1.1 mol of O2 is required
to produce 1 mol of CO2 for the terrestrial biosphere and about 1.3–1.4 for the marine
biosphere. For fossil fuel burning about 1.4 mol of O2 is consumed for 1 mol of CO2. This
factor depends on the type of fossil fuel and has changed during the industrial period.

In order to learn more about the origin of atmospheric CO2 variations at preindustrial
times, it has been tried to measure the oxygen composition of ancient atmospheric air
extracted from ice cores. However, elemental ratios like O2/N2 of the air from ice cores
are heavily fractionated due to processes during bubble close-off. Therefore, unfortunately
atmospheric oxygen concentration variations can not be resolved from ice core data. Even
though, elemental ratio measurements on ice cores can provide valuable information. Bender
et al. [3] recently described a phenomenon that O2/N2 ratios measured on the Antarctic
Vostok ice core varies on orbital timescales of 19–21 kyr. Therefore, elemental ratios like
O2/N2 or Ar/N2 can be used as a synchronization tool for ice cores. The reason for this
correlation is unclear. A better understanding of the processes involved during bubble close-
off is essential. In in chapter 4 new findings about size dependent fractionation of
firn air are described.
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Chapter 2

New On-Line Techniques for Stable
Isotope Ratios of Water or Ice

2.1 On-Line Determination of Oxygen Isotope Ratios of Wa-
ter or Ice by Mass Spectrometry

Markus Leuenberger1 and Christof Huber1

Published in Analytical Chemistry, 2002
Volume 74, Number 18, Pages 4611–4617

Abstract

Oxygen isotope ratio determination on any of the water phases (water vapour, water, ice)
is of great relevance in different research fields such as climate and paleoclimate studies,
geological surveys and hydrological studies. The conventional technique for oxygen isotope
measurement involves equilibration with carbon dioxide gas for a given time with a sub-
sequent isotope determination. The equilibration technique is available in different layouts
but all of them are rather time-consuming. Here we report a new on-line technique that
processes water samples as well as ice samples. The same principal, CO2 hydration, is used
but speeded up by (i) a direct injection and full dissolution of CO2 in the water, (ii) an
increased isotope exchange temperature at 50◦C and (iii) a rapid gas extraction by means of
an air-permeable membrane into a continuous helium flux supplying the isotope-ratio mass
spectrometer (IRMS) with the sample gas. The precision is better than 0.10/00 which is only
slightly larger than with the conventional equilibration technique. This on-line technique
allows analysis of 1 m of ice with a resolution of 1–3 cm, depending on the melt-water flux,
within 1 hour. Similarly, continuous and fast analysis can be performed for aqueous samples
for hydrological, geological and perhaps medical applications.

1Climate and Environmental Physics, Physics Institute, University of Bern, Sidlerstrasse 5, CH-3012
Bern, Switzerland
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2.2 Fast High-Precision On-Line Determination of Hydrogen
Isotope Ratios of Water or Ice by Isotope Ratio Mass
Spectrometry

Christof Huber1 and Markus Leuenberger1

Published in Rapid Communications in Mass Spectrometry, 2003
Volume 17, Pages 1319–1325

Abstract

In this paper a new fast high-precision on-line technique is described for the determination
of hydrogen isotope ratios of water by continuous-flow mass spectrometry. This technique
completes our new on-line δ18O technique described in the previous section. For the first
time H2/H2O-equilibration using a platinum catalyst has been used in a fully continuous
process. A significant reduction of the H2/H2O-equilibration time is achieved by a com-
plete vaporization of the water and by increasing the exchange temperature to 100◦C. The
analysis time is only ∼5 minutes per sample which includes equilibration and processing.
Measurement precision and accuracy are better than 10/00 and sample consumption is only
∼5 mL. This new technique allows measuring a wide range of aqueous samples either in
a semi-continuous way (discrete samples are injected one after another) or in a fully con-
tinuous way. This allows us, for the first time, to make continuous measurements of ice
cores.

1Climate and Environmental Physics, Physics Institute, University of Bern, Sidlerstrasse 5, CH-3012
Bern, Switzerland
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2.3 Measurements of Water Isotopes and Deuterium Excess
on Ice Cores with a Combined On-Line Technique

In the previous sections the techniques to measure either δ18O or δD, continuously on ice
are presented. In this section a combination of the two on-line techniques is described,
that allows us to analyze both water isotopes on the same sample, using only one mass
spectrometer.

By determining both water isotope ratios, δ18O and δD, on the same sample, a third
parameter can be derived, the deuterium excess d. The deuterium excess is important
for the interpretation of climate signals from water isotopes of ice cores. It is defined as
follows:

d = δD− 8 · δ18O (2.1)

It would be of great value to perform continuous high resolution measurements of d on ice
cores. To reach this one could split the sample flux and use two isotope ratio mass spectrom-
eters (IRMS) simultaneously. However this is a very expensive and somehow unsatisfactory
solution, but of course it can be done when two IRMS are available. Another possibility
is to measured the two isotope ratios one after the other. To achieve this, processing of
one parameter has to be delayed for about 40 minutes, e.g. using a delay column. The
experimental setup of the latter possibility is shown in Figure 2.1.

A piece of ice is melted continuously. The melt-water flux is splitted in the ratio 1 to 500
(hydrogen equilibration flux to oxygen equilibration flux). The smaller flux (1–2 µl/min)
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Figure 2.1: Experimental setup for the continuous determination δ18O, δD, and the deuterium excess
d = δD− 8 · δ18O on a ice core, using only one mass spectrometer.
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enters a tubing that delays hydrogen equilibration by about 40 minutes, whereas the oxygen
equilibration immediately starts. Using this setup it is possible to process and measure
both water isotopes on the same sample with only one mass spectrometer. That leads to a
continuous determination of the deuterium excess d. It is possible to process and measure
a bag of ice (50–100 cm) within 80–110 minutes. As been shown in the earlier sections, the
reproducibility of standard and discrete sample measurements is about ±0.10/00 for δ18O,
and ±10/00 for δD. Hence the precision for d should be better than 1.30/00. The measurement
resolution depends mainly on the melting velocity and the geometry of the tubing. It is
normally about 1–3 cm. The time delay column has of course a negative influence on the
resolution of the measurement. It causes a stronger dispersion of the δD signal, which
reduces the resolution to about 2–6 cm for this parameter. For a time delay of 40 min we
used a specially knotted low dispersion PTFE tubing (1/16” with an inner diameter of 0.25
mm and a length of 2 m). The knots should cause a better radial mixing of the liquid stream
in the tube, due to frequent shifts in flow direction. However, because the flow rate of our
sample was extremely low (1–2 µl/min), the positive effect of this sophisticated tubing on
the dispersion was rather small, compared to an ordinary (not knotted) tubing of the same
dimensions.

In order to test the feasibility of the proposed setup, tests with rainwater samples were per-
formed. In Figure 2.2 a compilation the measurements of four different rainwater samples
with the new combined on-line technique is shown. The values are compared with con-
ventional measurements of the same samples. Except for Sample 1, reproducibility of the
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Figure 2.2: A compilation of replicate measurements (n = 3) of four different rainwater samples with the
new combined on-line technique. Mean values with the respective error (1 σ) are plotted and compared with
conventional measurements.
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combined on-line method is comparable with measurements described in [1, 2]. The delayed
hydrogen equilibration process worked nicely without altering the δD-values notably.

Thus we went a step further and performed first measurements on ice samples. We took
samples from Dome C, since for this ice the deuterium excess has been measured by con-
ventional techniques [3]. However the resolution of the available data corresponds to bag
means only. Four pieces of Dome C ice from different depths, each with a length between 23
and 27 cm, were measured with the combined on-line technique. The results are presented
in Figure 2.3.

132 132.4

-430

-420

-410

-400

-390

δD
 (‰

)

-54

-53

-52

-51

-50

δ18
O

 (‰
)

283.2 283.6 390 390.4 448.4 448.8

Stenni et al., Science, 2001
d
δ18O
δD

-5

0

5

10

d 
(‰

)

depth (m)

bag 241 bag 516 bag 710 bag 816

Figure 2.3: Comparison of the of Dome C ice measured with the combined on-line technique and conven-
tional water isotope measurements. The on-line measurements samples, each between 23 and 27 cm long,
are plotted in high resolution, whereas the conventional data has only bag mean resolution.

These measurements are the first truly continuous water isotope and deuterium excess de-
terminations performed on ice cores. There is a good correlation between the on-line isotope
data δ18O and δD, that results in a fairly stable d-value over a single bag. However, a com-
parison of the results with existing conventional water isotope measurements [3] documents
that there are some discrepancies. Except for one measurement (bag 516), the on-line d-
values are more than 70/00 lower than expected. This is either due to low δD-values (bag
241 and bag 816) or due to high δ18O values (bag 710). Hence, the accuracy of the on-line
ice measurement is not as good as expected.
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Until now, the causes for the discrepancies are unknown. Some potential influences are listed
below, but none of them provides a satisfactory explanation. Further tests are required to
improve the accuracy of on-line ice measurements.

• δ18O and δD: Equilibration time depends on the temperature. Temperature variations
are observed, but not only during ice measurements. Thus, it should affect sample and
standard in the same way.

• δ18O: Isotopic equilibration depends strongly on the pH-value of the water sample
(pH should be below 7). However, all ice samples have pH between 5.7 and 6.

• δD: Can dissolved substances containing hydrogen influence δD?

• Another limitation is the fact, that only one of our working standards is close to the
measured ice values (δ18O = -53.760/00; δD = -428.00/00). The second working standard
(δ18O = -27.200/00; δD = -210.40/00) has significantly higher δ-values.
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Chapter 3

New On-Line Extraction and
Measuring Technique for Isotope
Ratios of Trapped Air from Ice
Cores

3.1 Continuous Extraction of Trapped Air from Bubble Ice
or Water for On-Line Determination of Isotope Ratios

Christof Huber,1 Markus Leuenberger1 and Oliver Zumbrunnen1

Published in Analytical Chemistry, 2003
Volume 75, Number 10, Pages 2324–2332

Abstract

This paper describes the new continuous extraction system for trapped air from bubble
ice for on-line determination of the isotopic composition of the main air components nitro-
gen and oxygen (δ15N, δ18O and δ17O). The precision (1 SD) of standard measurements
is ∼0.040/00 for δ15N, ∼0.10/00 for δ18O, and ∼0.150/00 for δ17O, respectively. Continuous
measurements of nitrogen as well as oxygen isotope ratios can be performed with a spa-
tial resolution of ∼3 cm and nearly the same precision as for the standards. However, the
measured δ-values of ice samples were generally lower compared to ice measured with con-
ventional techniques, due to a time dependent dissolution process of air in water associated
with kinetic fractionation which affects standard and sample differently. By modeling the
dynamics of the this dissolution process we found a reason for the lack in accuracy and
propose an improvement of the system which will lead to a better accuracy of the ice
measurements.

1Climate and Environmental Physics, Physics Institute, University of Bern, Sidlerstrasse 5, CH-3012
Bern, Switzerland
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3.2 Measurements of Isotope and Elemental Ratios of Air
from Polar Ice with a New On-Line Extraction Method

Christof Huber1 and Markus Leuenberger1

In press at Geochemistry Geophysics Geosystems, 2004

Abstract

A recently developed continuous on-line extraction and analyzing technique for air trapped
in ice cores has been improved and tested. The technique allows fast high resolution mea-
surements of the isotopic and elemental ratios of the main air components nitrogen, oxygen
and argon. Continuous measurements of up to 1 m long ice sections can be performed
with a resolution of ∼3 cm (running average). For nitrogen and oxygen isotope ratios the
accuracy and reproducibility is comparable to conventional melt extraction techniques. It
depends on the desired resolution and the composition of the ice. For either pure bubble
or complete bubble free ice the reproducibility and accuracy for a resolution of 3 cm is
±<0.020/00 for δ15N, ±<0.050/00 for δ18O, and ±<0.060/00 for δ17O, respectively. Further-
more, δAr/O2 (±10/00), δO2/N2, δAr/N2 (both ±5–80/00), and δ36Ar (±0.2–0.30/00) can be
determined as well. The precision of elemental ratios is good enough to resolve variations
which are detected in ice at depths where air bubbles form clathrate hydrates. Surprisingly,
at this depths the elemental ratios show roughly annual variations probably due to strong
fractionations between air in clathrate hydrates and air in bubbles. Based on our measuring
precision we cannot exclude similar effects for isotope ratios.

1Climate and Environmental Physics, Physics Institute, University of Bern, Sidlerstrasse 5, CH-3012
Bern, Switzerland
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3.2.1 Introduction

Measurements of the isotopic and elemental composition of air trapped in polar ice is pro-
viding fundamental information about ancient climate. δ18O measured on past atmospheric
O2 is a proxy of continental ice volume and can be used to synchronize cores from Green-
land and Antarctica [4]. Fractionations of the isotope ratios of nitrogen, δ15N, and argon,
δ36Ar, caused by gravitational settling and thermal diffusion in the firn column of polar
ice sheets, have been used successfully to asses abrupt temperature changes in Greenland
[16, 17, 19, 33]. Variations of the elemental ratios, O2/N2, Ar/N2 and Ar/O2 can provide
valuable information about processes occurring during the bubble close-off process in the
firn. Furthermore it has been shown, that O2/N2 from Antarctic ice cores varies coherently
with local summertime insulation [3] and can be used as a tool to date old ice. In this study
we improved our recently developed continuous on-line extraction and analyzing technique
[11] resulting in an increased precision. Various measurements on different ice cores from
Greenland (GRIP, NorthGRIP) and Antarctica (Dome C, DML) are performed. The po-
tential of the new technique is discussed based on reproducibility tests and comparisons
with data obtained using conventional extraction techniques [17, 19]. The new on-line melt
extraction method is able to accelerate sample processing significantly. It allows the simulta-
neous and continuous determination of the isotopic and elemental ratios δ15N, δ18O, δ36Ar,
δO2/N2, δAr/N2 and δAr/O2 within minutes, and offers a real alternative to conventional
melt extraction systems.

3.2.2 Improvement of the Experimental Setup

The schematic setup of our extraction system and processing line is shown in Figure 3.1. The
extraction procedure is described in detail in Huber et al. [11]. The ice sample is continuously
melted on a melting device. Subsequently, the air is separated from the melt-water in
a degassing unit. In order to avoid fractionations, samples and standard are processed
equally in our system. In our earlier paper [11] a modification of the system was proposed
to improve accuracy. Since the extraction of the gases from the water in the degassing unit
(Figure 3.1) is not fully quantitative, the dissolution of air in water during the transport
through the system can influence the measured δ-values. Hence in order to establish an
equilibrium between water and dissolved air, the mixture of water and air bubbles passes
an equilibration column (5 m long, i.d. 0.75 mm) prior to the degassing unit. This procedure
helps to prevent kinetic fractionation effects between sample and standard since both are
treated exactly the same way. It allows accurate measurements of the isotopic ratios, as
well as of the Ar/O2 ratio, since argon and oxygen have similar solubilities. In contrast, the
accuracy for δO2/N2 and δAr/N2 is lower, due to different water solubilities. Here, only a
complete degassing of the water would help to increase accuracy significantly.

3.2.3 Mass Spectrometry

A ThermoFinnigan Delta Plus XL IRMS was used for the measurements. This IRMS is
equipped with a multi collector array of 8 Faraday cups, permitting the simultaneous de-
termination of the isotopic and elemental ratios of the all major air components (N2, O2

and Ar i.e. m/z = 28, 29, 32, 33, 34, 36, 40 and 44). Without this outstanding ability of
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Figure 3.1: Schematic setup of the system. An ice bar of up to 100 cm in length with a square area of 2×2
cm is continuously melted (3 cm/min) on a heated melting device [35]. The design of the melting device
prevents contamination of the sample with ambient air because only the innermost part of the core section
is used for the analyses. In a separate line, tiny bubbles of standard gas are immersed into a flow of degassed
Ultra Pure water. The air is separated from the water in the degassing unit, consisting of a gas-permeable
hydrophobic membrane that is placed in a tube of the same length, which is constantly flushed with He. A
pressure gradient between the water and the He of 0.1–0.3 bar, drives the air bubbles through the membrane
into the reverse He carrier flow. Additionally, molecular diffusion forces about 10 to 20% of the dissolved air
into the He. Better degassing efficiencies can be achieved using longer membranes, but this causes stronger
signal dispersion and thus lower measurement resolution. Finally, water vapor and CO2 are removed from
the sample by a Nafion drying column and a subsequent cold trap held at liquid nitrogen temperature before
the gas is introduced into the mass spectrometer via an open split.

the Delta Plus XL we would not been able to perform fully continuous measurements of all
components synchronically. Due to small variations of isotopic compositions, measurements
are expressed relative to a known standard in the δ-notation:

δ = (Rsample/Rstandard − 1)× 10000/00 (3.1)

where R is the abundance ratio of the isotopes, e.g. for nitrogen R = 15N/14N. Isotope
ratio measurements should be referred to modern atmospheric composition. Our reference
air standard (working standard LK54) is compressed dry atmospheric air. We compared it
with atmospheric air sampled at Jungfraujoch and measured with our new gas inlet system
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[18]. These measurements showed no significant deviations of the isotope ratios, whereas for
the elemental ratios the following offsets between LK54 and atmosphere were determined:
δO2/N2 = −3.910/00, δAr/N2 = 3.920/00, and δAr/O2 = 7.790/00).

In contrast to a standard reference gas injection system (e.g. Conflow), we use a reference
gas that passes through the entire system instead. Reference air standard is measured prior
and after each sample measurement. Sample analysis time may vary between 4 min and 20
min depending on the length of the ice sample. 55 cm of ice melted at a velocity of 3 cm/min
corresponds to an analysis time of slightly more than 18 min. Therefore, the performance
of the IRMS has to be stable or at least linear for a time period of up to 30 min.

To reach the required precision the following corrections have to be applied:

(i) Background correction: The background is determined daily by flushing the sample
capillary with pure helium. Background signal is in the order of 0 to 15 mV depending on
the collector cup. It is very stable. Since we use a cold trap at liquid nitrogen temperature,
water vapor as well as CO2 is removed from the sample. Thus an additional correction for
the contribution of CO fragments from CO2 to the 15N signal is not necessary.

(ii) Signal intensity imbalance effect: Measured isotope ratios are slightly sensitive
to variations of the signal intensity of the ion beam. For our system the signal intensities
of the standard and the sample are not exactly balanced. Furthermore, variations of the
signal intensity due to a varying gas content in the ice can reach more than 10% of the
mean value. Therefore the measured δ-values have to be corrected for the signal intensity
imbalance effect according to:

δiintensity corrected = δimeasured − ki∆Im/z28 (3.2)

where i denotes the isotope ratio, ∆Im/z28 the difference of the signal intensity of the main
mass/charge ratio 28 between sample and reference, and ki the linear correction coefficient.
We determine the correction coefficients ki for each measurement sequence of one to four
samples by introducing the air standard at three different signal intensity levels (different
amounts of standard gas are admixed to the water in the bubble generator). Typical values
for the coefficient ki are 0.050/00/V for δ15N, 0.50/00/V for δ18O, 0.80/00/V for δ17O and
30/00/V for δ36Ar, respectively. This values depend on the ion source settings. This correction
thus includes ion source pressure imbalance effects as well as instrument non-linearity effects
which, however, potentially have the same origin. For the elemental ratios δO2/N2, δAr/N2

and δAr/O2 the corrections are larger and more variable (about 10–200/00/V). The reason
for this are differences in the water solubility between O2, N2, and Ar, that cause additional
fractionations depending strongly on the ratio of dissolved to undissolved air in the water.
This effect is at least an order of magnitude larger than the instrument non-linearity effects
[11].

(iii) Chemical slope correction: It has been shown that measured isotopic ratios of a
single element in a mixture of gases are sensitive to variations in the elemental ratios [38].
The amount of the influence depends on the instrument and the measuring parameters (e.g.
focusing conditions, ion source pressure). Nitrogen and oxygen isotope ratios are sensitive
to variations of the N2/O2 ratio, whereas argon isotope ratio depend on the N2/Ar ratio.
This leads to the following corrections:

δiel. comp. corrected = δiintensity corrected −miδN2/O2 (3.3)
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Figure 3.2: Determination of the ”chemical slope” of δ15N, by adding increasing amounts of oxygen to a
standard gas. The slope with background He (red open circles) is significantly larger than without background
He (blue filled circles).

for i = 15N, 18O and 17O, and

δiel. comp. corrected = δiintensity corrected −miδN2/Ar (3.4)

for i = 36Ar, respectively. The chemical slope is determined every two weeks by measuring
a mixture of various amounts of either pure N2 or pure O2 and standard gas against pure
standard gas (see Figures 2 and 3). The gases are supplied to the IRMS using the bellows of
the dual-inlet system. Typical values are 0.011±0.0020/00/0/00 for δ17O, 0.022±0.0020/00/0/00
for δ18O, and 0.083±0.0060/00/0/00 for δ36Ar. For δ15N, the chemical slope is very low, only
about 0.0005 to 0.0010/00/0/00 (Figure 3.2). Generally, chemical slopes remain extraordinary
stable. Despite parts of the ion source have been exchanged and the settings of the potentials
have been changed several times, we did not detect major differences or trends during the
last two years. Interestingly, the chemical slopes are influenced by the He background in
the ion source. In an on-line system the sample is transported by a constant He carrier flux,
which increases the ion source pressure more than one order of magnitude and alters the
chemical slopes. Chemical slopes with He background are 2 to 4 times higher than without
He background (Figures 3.2 and 3.3). The reason is unclear.

(iv) Drift correction: Signal drifts between two standard measurements (δistd−1 and
δistd−2) are corrected linearly with time.

δidrift corrected = δiintensity corrected − ni∆t (3.5)

with ni = (δistd−2 − δistd−1)/(t2 − t1). ∆t is the time difference between the measurement
and the standard (t1). Hence, frequent standard measurements improve accuracy. To reduce
drifts, we control the room temperature, and start to condition the ion source with air and
He at least one hour prior to the start of the first measurement. For the typical duration
of an ice measurement of 15 to 20 minutes, drift correction is linear and in the order of a
few hundredths of a per mil.
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(red open symbols) is significantly larger than without background He (blue filled symbols).

In Figure 3.4 the effect of the different corrections on δ-values is shown for an on-line
measurement. The signal is dispersed in our system due to diffusion and turbulences during
the transport process (dispersion time is ∼20 s). Additionally, in order to reduce noise, the
1 s data is smoothed by a 40 s running average. Thus, a maximal spatial resolution of about
3 cm can be achieved [11]. To avoid memory effects we reject the first and the last 40 s of
each measurement. For a melt velocity of 3 cm/min this corresponds to an ice loss of 2 cm
at either end.
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Figure 3.4: Example of an ice measurement. The upper two curves show raw (gray) and corrected δ15N (red)
and δ18O (blue) values. The signal intensity (black) and the uncorrected δO2/N2 (green) ratio corresponds
to the lower two curves. The measurement starts with a calibration procedure, i.e. standard air measured
at three different signal intensities in order to extract the signal intensity imbalance effect. This takes about
15 to 20 minutes. After the calibration phase up to four ice samples can be measured one after another,
sandwiched between standards. The standard measurements are needed as a reference and to determine the
drift correction. O2/N2 and Ar/N2 ratios are used to correct for chemical slope influences.

3.2.4 Measurements

To characterize our new on-line system and to assess reproducibility and accuracy of the
measurements we analyzed samples from different ice cores drilled either in Greenland
(GRIP, NorthGRIP, Dye-3) or in Antarctica (Dome C, DML).

Reproducibility from Replicate Measurements

We determined the reproducibility performing replicate measurements of ice taken at the
same depth. We measured samples from a NorthGRIP firn ice core (NGRIP2001S-4) at
depths between 95 and 98 m (just below the close off depth of about 70 m), from Dye-3 (159
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m) and from the DML core (542 m). The accumulation rate at NorthGRIP is 17.5 cmH2O/yr
and the annual mean temperature is -31.7◦C. The core has a very homogeneous bubble
distribution and is therefore perfectly qualified for reproducibility studies. The DML core
should be homogenous as well (6.7 cmH2O/yr; -45.6◦C), but our samples are from a depth
interval where air bubbles are partly transformed into clathrate hydrates. Associated with
this transfer are enormous fractionations, mainly of the elemental ratios, between clathrate
hydrates and bubbles (see discussion below) [12, 13], manifested as strong variations of the
measured elemental ratios (more than ±500/00 for δO2/N2 and δAr/N2). Such variations
reduce the precision of isotope ratio measurements due to uncertainties in the determination
of the chemical slopes (eq. 3.3 and 3.4). Finally, Dye-3 is a very high accumulation core
(50 cmH2O/yr; -19.6◦C). Summer temperature is relatively warm and melting of ice occurs
frequently. In the used 1 m section we registered one large and two smaller melt events.
Melt-layers reduce reproducibility since signal intensity decreases substantially during melt
events. Furthermore, the shape of the melt-layers was not exactly horizontal, hence the
influence was different for each sample. Therefore, those parts of the measurements which
are obviously disturbed by melt-layers were rejected. We used the pooled standard deviation,
spooled, as a measure of reproducibility [32]:

spooled =

√

∑

(δi − δj)2

n−m
(3.6)

where spooled is the square root of the summed squared deviations of replicates δi from
their respective means, divided by the degrees of freedom (the number of measured delta
values n minus the number of means m). A compilation of the reproducibility (spooled) of
the NorthGRIP, Dye-3, and DML measurements for three different average scenarios (1 cm,
3 cm, and 15 cm resolution) is shown in Table 3.1 and Figure 3.2.4. As one would expect,
the longer the averaging interval the better the reproducibility, and for the Dye-3 and the
DML ice the reproducibility is lower due to melt-layers and bubble hydrate fractionations.

Assessment of Accuracy by Comparison with Firn Air Measurements

The NorthGRIP firn core measurements can be used to assess the accuracy of the on-line
technique. Atmospheric δ15N and δ36Ar are constant due to their long turnover times [20].
The enriched values of these ratios measured on air trapped in the ice reflect processes
that occur in the diffusive firn column, where the gas isotopes are fractionated due to
gravitational settling [8, 30, 28] and thermal diffusion [19, 31]. In 2001, firn air samples
were taken at NorthGRIP, part of which were analyzed on our ThermoFinnigan Delta Plus
XL IRMS using the conventional dual inlet technique (Table 3.2). The three deepest firn air
samples correspond to the non-diffusive zone of the firn, hence, the isotopic ratios should
agree with the values trapped in the ice, which indeed is nicely the case within an error
range of 0.020/00 for δ15N. The oxygen isotope ratios δ18O and δ17O agree within an error
range of about 0.050/00 to 0.060/00. The δ17O value of the firn samples of 0.410/00 seems to
be unrealistic high. A systematic error cannot be excluded. For δ36Ar, however, a large
offset of 0.30/00 is observed. It is known that the measurement of argon isotopes in an air
mixture is extremely difficult, due to oxygen-argon-nitrogen interactions in the ion source.
To achieve more accurate argon measurements the argon should be separated from the other
air components, mainly from oxygen [32], and measured separately. In contrast to isotope
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Figure 3.5: The deviation from the mean of three replicate measurements of two 55 cm sections of the
NorthGRIP core (bag 175 and bag 177) as continuous lines (1 cm resolution) and as discrete points (15 cm
averages). The reproducibility of the high resolution measurements (1–3 cm averages) is about 0.020/00 for
δ15N, 0.050/00 for δ18O, 0.060/00 for δ17O, 0.20/00 for δ36Ar, 6–70/00 for δO2/N2 and δAr/N2, and 10/00 for
δAr/O2. It is better for the 15 cm averages (Table 3.1).

ratios, elemental ratio measurements from firn and ice cores cannot be compared directly,
since elemental ratios are heavily fractionated during the bubble close off process [5].

Assessment of Accuracy by a Comparison with Measurements obtained from
Conventional Wet Extraction Technique

A further test for the accuracy of the new on-line technique is to compare measurements
with analyses performed with other methods. For this purpose we remeasured 10 GRIP ice
samples from two events, the 8200 yr B.P. event [19] and the Dansgaard/Oeschger (D/O)
event 19 [17], which were measured previously using our conventional wet extraction system.

For the D/O 19 event, five samples each between 20 and 30 cm long are compared to the
[17] data (Figure 3.6). The on-line measurement agree nicely with the older data within an
error range of 0.020/00 for δ15N, and 0.050/00 for δ18O, assuming an offset for the Lang et
al. [17] δ15N data of -0.100/00. At the time of the Lang et al. [17] publication, the authors
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Table 3.1: Reproducibility of NorthGRIP, Dye-3, and DML on-line measurements. Note: The reproducibil-
ity for 3 cm averages is only slightly better than for 1 cm averages. This is the case since the signal is
smoothed due to dispersion and it corresponds to a running average over about 3 cm [11].
(A) b: pure bubble ice; ml: meltlayers; h + b: hydrates and bubbles.

ice bag resol. type A degree of pooled standard deviation in per mil
in cm of ice freedom δ15N δ18O δ17O δ36Ar δO2/N2 δAr/N2 δAr/O2

NGRIP 175 1 b 100 0.021 0.05 0.059 0.16 6.1 6.4 1.1
NGRIP 177 1 b 100 0.014 0.032 0.047 0.1 4.5 4.8 0.9
Dye-3 160 A 1 b, ml 58 0.04 0.085 0.08 0.2 12.7 11.2 3.1
Dye-3 160 B 1 b, ml 80 0.025 0.093 0.062 0.16 12.6 16.2 6.3
DML 543 1 h + b 38 0.044 0.061 0.041 0.126 12.4 13.5 1.3

NGRIP 175 3 b 34 0.018 0.044 0.055 0.15 5.8 6.1 1
NGRIP 177 3 b 34 0.011 0.026 0.044 0.09 4.3 4.6 0.9
Dye-3 160 A 3 b, ml 20 0.037 0.077 0.073 0.16 12.1 10.9 2.8
Dye-3 160 B 3 b, ml 28 0.019 0.069 0.052 0.14 11.5 14.8 5.7
DML 543 3 h +b 12 0.039 0.052 0.036 0.116 12 13.1 1.2

NGRIP 175 15 b 8 0.009 0.033 0.051 0.13 5.5 5.9 0.7
NGRIP 177 15 b 6 0.005 0.014 0.032 0.06 3.2 3.5 0.4
Dye-3 160 A 15 b, ml 4 0.043 0.121 0.086 0.2 12.2 9.3 7.2
Dye-3 160 B 15 b, ml 6 0.012 0.052 0.038 0.12 4.8 8.1 4.5
DML 543 15 h + b 3 0.022 0.031 0.029 0.115 7.6 8.4 0.9

Table 3.2: Comparison of on-line measurements on the NorthGRIP firn ice core (NGRIP2001S-4) with
NorthGRIP firn air measurements.

method sample depth [m] δ15N δ18O δ17O δ36Ar
dual inlet NGRIP firn air 12 66.99 0.32 0.63 0.39 -1.37
dual inlet NGRIP firn air 09 69.04 0.32 0.63 0.41 -1.27
dual inlet NGRIP firn air 11 71.75 0.32 0.62 0.41 -1.31

mean 0.32 0.63 0.41 -1.32

on-line NGRIP ice 175 95.8 0.31 0.69 0.38 -1
on-line NGRIP ice 175 95.95 0.31 0.66 0.34 -0.98
on-line NGRIP ice 175 96.1 0.31 0.67 0.35 -1.03
on-line NGRIP ice 175 96.2 0.31 0.72 0.39 -0.94

mean 0.31 0.69 0.36 -0.99

on-line NGRIP ice 177 96.9 0.29 0.64 0.33 -0.96
on-line NGRIP ice 177 97.05 0.3 0.65 0.33 -0.95
on-line NGRIP ice 177 97.2 0.3 0.66 0.37 -0.96
on-line NGRIP ice 177 97.3 0.3 0.65 0.34 -0.98

mean 0.3 0.65 0.34 -0.96

corrected their values based on bubble free ice standard measurements which were 0.1080/00
shifted compared to the assigned value. Later we noticed that this shift was caused by a
scale stretching problem and not by an absolute scale shift. Since the ice samples are close
to our reference (ambient air) for which the scale stretching is negligible, the correction was
mistakably applied. Consequences of these corrected values are that there is now a distinct
disagreement between measured and modeled δ15N values, measurements being lower. This
points to either to a rather extensive convective zone as it is also seen for many other ice
core during the glacial phase [37] or to a different accumulation rate during this time period.

The measurements of the 8200 yr BP event are plotted in Figure 3.7. The on-line data
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Figure 3.6: δ15N and δ18O during D/O event 19 measured on the GRIP ice core. Measurements performed
with the new on-line technique are plotted in high resolution (light gray dots) and as measurement averages
(filled red circles for δ15N and blue diamonds for δ18O). Error bars are ±0.020/00 for δ15N and ±0.040/00 for
δ18O, respectively. Open circles and diamonds correspond to the values measured using the conventional
wet extraction technique [17].

matches the conventional measurements within an error range of 0.040/00 for δ15N and
0.080/00 for δ18O, respectively. The ice originates from the bubble to clathrate hydrates
transformation zone (Figure 3.8). Therefore, the precision of the on-line isotope is reduced
due to large elemental ratio variations typical for ice from the transformation zone (see next
section).

Two Examples for Applications of On-Line Ice Measurements

At shallow depths air is stored in ice as bubbles. Deeper down in the ice, the gases are
gradually transformed into clathrate hydrates [25], and both, bubbles and clathrate hydrates
coexist. Finally, the deep ice is completely bubble free and all gases are trapped in clathrate
hydrates. Raman spectra measurements of the O2/N2 ratio on air-bubbles and clathrate
hydrates over the transition zone revealed strong fractionation effects between clathrate
hydrates and bubbles [12, 13]. To investigate the influence of the phase transformation on
ice core data, we analyzed several GRIP ice samples from depths between 100 and 2500 m
(Figure 3.8). We found higher variable elemental ratios in the transformation zone, with
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Figure 3.7: δ15N and δ18O during 8200 yr B.P. event measured on the GRIP ice core. Measurements
performed with the new on-line technique are plotted in high resolution (light gray dots) and as measure-
ment averages (filled red circles for δ15N and blue diamonds for δ18O). Error bars are ±0.040/00 for δ15N
and ±0.080/00 for δ18O, respectively. Open circles and diamonds correspond to the values measured by
conventional wet extraction technique [19].

surprisingly quasi-annual oscillations similar as for Ca2+ data (Figure 3.9). Though it is
difficult to imagine a process that causes seasonal variations of elemental ratios, a possible
explanation could be a fractionation of the air between clathrate hydrates and bubbles. In
ice with high dust content, formation of clathrate hydrates will probably start earlier than
in pure ice (nucleation effect). Therefore, our highly resolved on-line measurements indicate
that seasonal variations of dust input could trigger a seasonal variability of the clathrate
hydrate formation rate. Isotope ratios seem not to be affected.

Atmospheric oxygen isotope ratio δ18Oatm is influenced by δ18Osw of seawater, and therefore
by the ice volume and by the biospheric activity [7, 9]. Since oxygen is well mixed in the
atmosphere, the δ18Oatm data can be used to synchronize timescales of different ice cores
from Greenland and Antarctica [6, 4, 40]. Figure 10 represents a compilation of atmospheric
oxygen data from different ice cores. There is a very good agreement (error range <0.050/00)
between the on-line data and the existing data. However, differences between the different
timescales are obvious, that documents the potential to use δ18Oatm as a synchronization
tool.
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Figure 3.8: Lower Panel: The effect of bubble-clathrate hydrate transformation documented by δO2/N2

and δAr/O2 variations measured on GRIP ice. The variability is much larger than the natural variability,
which is only a few per mil. However, for pure bubble ice as well as for pure clathrate hydrate-ice the
variability seems to be lower than for the transformation zone. Upper panel: A zoom of δO2/N2 for pure
bubble ice and ice from the transformation zone.

3.2.5 Conclusions

We improved and tested our new on-line technique [11] for continuous extraction and de-
termination of the isotopic and the elemental composition of the main air components, in
order to get better measurement reproducibility and accuracy. The new technique allows
rapid analyses with high resolution. It proved to work reliably for nitrogen and oxygen
isotope ratios. Measurement precision depends on the resolution and the composition of
the ice. For either pure bubble or complete bubble free ice the reproducibility and accu-
racy of 15 cm averages is 0.01–0.020/00 for δ15N, 0.03–0.050/00 for δ18O, and 0.04–0.060/00
for δ17O, respectively. This is comparable to precisions obtained by our conventional melt
extraction technique [17, 19]. Furthermore, δAr/O2 (uncertainty of about ±10/00), δO2/N2,
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Figure 3.9: δO2/N2 (green dots) and Ca2+ (red triangles) [10] on GRIP ice from the transformation zone
from bubbles to clathrate hydrates. The variations of both records look similar.

δAr/N2 (both ±5–80/00), and δ36Ar (±0.2–0.30/00) can be measured. However, precision of
δ36Ar, δO2/N2 and δAr/N2 is not yet satisfactory and should be further improved. The
new technique accelerates the procedure of extraction and analyses of ice samples. Up to
16 samples can be measured a day, each between 20 to 55 cm long (corresponding to 5–17
3 cm single samples). A maximal spatial resolution of ∼3 cm can be achieved with about
half the precision of the 15 cm averages. Hence, very highly resolved air measurements can
be performed in a short time. It is now possible to measure δ15N and δ18Oatm over entire
ice cores helping to synchronize chronologies, to assess gas age-ice age differences, and to
calibrate the paleothermometry for rapid temperature changes. Additionally, interesting
questions regarding the integrity of ice cores on very short time scales can be investigated
using the new technique. For example, high resolution measurements on GRIP ice from
the bubble to clathrate hydrate transformation zone revealed quasi-annual variations of the
O2/N2 and Ar/N2 ratios, probably due to fractionations between air in bubbles and air in
clathrate hydrates.
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Abstract

We present elemental and isotopic measurements of noble gases (He, Ne, Ar, Kr, and Xe),
oxygen and nitrogen of firn air from two sites. The first set of samples was taken in 1998
at the summit of the Devon Ice Cap in the eastern part of Devon Island (75◦N, 82◦W,
altitude: 1800 m a.s.l.). The second set was taken in 2001 at NorthGRIP location (North
Greenland) (75◦N, 42◦W, 2960 m a.s.l.). He and Ne are heavily enriched relative to Ar
with respect to the atmosphere in the air near the close-off depth at around 50-70 m. The
enrichment increases with depth and reaches the maximum value in the deepest samples just
above the zone of impermeable ice where no free air could be extracted anymore. Similarly,
elemental ratios of O2/N2, O2/Ar and Ar/N2 are increasing with depth. In contrast but
in line with expectations, isotopic ratios of 15N/14N, 18O/16O, and 36Ar/40Ar show no
significant enrichment close to the close-off depth. The observed isotopic ratios in the firn
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air column can be explained within the uncertainty ranges by the well-known processes of
gravitational enrichment and thermal diffusion. To explain the elemental ratios, however,
an additional fractionation process during bubble inclusion has to be considered. To verify
and quantify this additional processes a firn air model is formulated and fitted to the data.
We found a very similar close-off fractionation behavior of the different molecules at both
sites. For smaller gas species (mainly He and Ne) the fractionation is linearly correlated to
the molecule size, whereas for diameters greater than about 3.6 Å the fractionation seems
to be orders of magnitudes smaller or even negligible. An explanation for this size dependent
fractionation process could be gas diffusion through the ice lattice. At Devon Island the
enrichment at the bottom of the firn air column is about four times higher compared to
NorthGRIP. We explain this by lower firn diffusivity at Devon Island, most probably due
to melt layers, resulting in significantly reduced back diffusion of the excess gas near the
close-off depth. The results of this study considerably increase the understanding of the
processes occurring during air bubble inclusion near the close-off depth in firn and can
help to improve the interpretation of direct firn air measurements, as well as air bubble
measurements in ice cores, which are used in numerous studies as paleo proxies.

4.1.1 Introduction

The top of ice sheets consists of a porous and therefore permeable firn layer. This firn layer,
where atmospheric air is moving primarily by molecular diffusion, is normally 50-100 m
deep [31]. At the bottom of the firn column the firn is continuously transformed into ice
trapping the atmospheric air in bubbles. Measurements of the entrapped air from ice cores
has been used successfully in numerous studies as a climate archive, e.g. to reconstruct
greenhouse gas concentration histories [7, 8, 10, 14, 19, 26], to asses the amplitude of rapid
temperature changes by measuring isotopic fractionation of N2 and Ar isotope ratios caused
by the process of thermal diffusion in the firn column [22, 23, 25, 34, 38], or to date ice
cores using measurements of O2 isotope ratios as well as elemental ratios of N2/O2 [2, 27].
Other studies have reconstructed atmospheric concentration histories of various gases from
air sampled directly from the firn [1, 9, 12, 13, 15, 30]. Other recent studies have been
concentrated on the processes that can alter the composition of atmospheric air moving
from the surface to the close-off depth where the air is finally trapped in bubbles. This study
focuses on the mechanisms occurring during bubble inclusion within the firn-ice transition
zone. Up to now three processes are known which modify the composition of atmospheric
air in the firn column. These processes are (i) the concentration diffusion [29, 41], (ii) the
gravitational enrichment [11, 31], and (iii) the thermal diffusion [33, 36]. Firn air samples
were taken from two different sites. A broad variety of concentrations and isotopic ratios of
inert atmospheric gases were analyzed and compared with model prediction. Isotopic ratios
agreed very well with theory. However, some elemental ratios significantly differ from the
model prediction and could only be explained by assuming an additional size dependent
fractionation during bubble inclusion, as discussed by Bender et al. [5], Battle et al. [1],
Severinghaus and Brook [35], Severinghaus and Battle [32], Bender [2], Leuenberger et al.
[24], and Severinghaus et al. [37].
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4.1.2 Sampling and Analysis

Firn air samples were taken by the ”bladder method” basically described by Schwander et
al. [30]. A borehole was drilled into the ice sheet to the desired sampling depth, and then
a bladder was lowered to the bottom of the borehole and inflated to block a small volume
below the bladder from above. The bladder was 3 m long, made of natural rubber, with
aluminum flanges and a ”Bender-baffle” system at the lower end. Pumps located at the
surface extracted the firn air from the small volume beneath the bladder and compressed
it into flasks for later gas analysis. Three DEKABON 1/4-inch tubes made the connection
between the bladder and the surface. One tube was used to inflate the bladder, one for
purging and the last for sampling. The quality of the sampling was continuously monitored
with an infrared CO2 analyzer. Filling of flasks was started after reaching a stable CO2 level.
After taking the sample, the bladder was removed from the borehole and drilling to the next
sampling depth was performed. The first drilling site is located at the summit of the Devon
Ice Cap (approximately 75◦N, 82◦W, altitude: 1800 m asl.), in the east part of Devon Island
(North-West Territories of Canada). This small ice cap has survived the glacial retreat since
the Last Glacial Maximum. Accumulation rate is of the order of 30 cm of water equivalent
per year. Despite a fairly low mean annual temperature of -23◦C, summer melting is quite
frequent at this site, generating ice layers of 0.5 to 6 cm thickness, with largely varying
horizontal extent (a few cm to a few m). The Devon Island firn air sampling was carried
out in April 1998 during the FIRETRACC project. Successful sampling was achieved to
a depth of 59 m. ”Impermeable” ice was found at about 62 m. Sampling below 59 m was
not possible both because of very low flow rate and because of unstable CO2 levels. The
second set of samples was taken between May and June 2001 in the center of Greenland at
the NorthGRIP (North GReenland Icecore Project) location (75.10◦N, 42.38◦W, altitude:
2960 m asl.). The average air temperature at NorthGRIP is -31.6◦C and the average ice
accumulation rate is 19 cm H2O per year. The deepest sample for our gas analysis was
taken at 71.75 m. ”Impermeable” ice conditions were found below about 78 m (Table 4.1).
Vertical profiles of CO2 concentration and density of Devon Island and NorthGRIP firn are
shown in Figure 4.1. Density has been determined by cutting the firn core into 0.55 m pieces

Table 4.1: Characteristics of the two sampling sites (Devon Island, NorthGRIP) used in the firn air model.

Unit Devon Island NorthGRIP
Location 75◦N, 82◦W 75.1◦N, 42.3◦W
Altitude (m) 1800 2960
Mean air temperature (◦C) -23 -31.7
Mean atmospheric pressure (hPa) 792 665
Accumulation rate (cm H2O/yr) 27.6 17.5
Firn density at surface (g/cm3) 0.4 0.32
Firn density at close-off (g/cm3) 0.838 0.811
Close-off depth (m) 59 70

(bags) and measuring weight and dimensions of these bag samples. Flasks filled with firn
air were analyzed mass spectrometrically at Climate and Environmental Physics, Physics
Institute of the University of Bern (Switzerland) and at Isotope Geology of the ETH Zürich
(Switzerland) in collaboration with the Swiss Federal Institute of Environmental Science and
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Figure 4.1: (First and second panel from the left) Firn density profile of NorthGRIP (left) and Devon Island
(right), measured (colored lines) and modeled (gray lines), respectively. Additionally, the modeled relative
diffusivity (chain dotted line) and the portion of closed bubbles (dashed line) are plotted versus depth. The
lock-in zone where the bubble formation takes place is marked as shaded area. (Third and fourth panel from
the left) CO2 measurements (colored dots) and model fit (green line) of NorthGRIP (left) and Devon Island
(right).

Technology (EAWAG). Ratios of nitrogen (15N/14N), oxygen (18O/16O) and argon isotopes
(36Ar/40Ar) and elemental ratios of O2/N2, Ar/O2 and Ar/N2 were measured by isotope
ratio mass spectrometry IRMS in Bern. We used a ThermoFinnigan Delta Plus XL IRMS for
the NorthGRIP samples. Devon Island samples were measured on a MAT-250. Samples and
standards were measured with using a dual inlet system. Absolute concentration of noble
gas isotopes (4He, 3He, 20Ne, 40Ar, 86Kr, 136Xe) and corresponding elemental ratios were
measured on a statically operated mass spectrometer at the ETH Zürich. The analytical
technique is comparable to the procedure developed for the measurement of noble gases in
water samples [6]. Due to the used mass spectrometric methods and the different abundances
of the measured gas species, the analytical errors are two orders of magnitudes smaller for
δ15N, δ18O, O2/N2 Ar/O2 and Ar/N2 ratios (typically between 0.01 to 0.050/00) compared
to the static measured noble gas isotopes (typically between 4 to 150/00). One measurement,
of 86Kr from 42 m depth at Devon Island was rejected because of an unusual jump in the
stability of the spectrometer (in this measurement 86Kr was more then 9% higher than
all other 86Kr measurements). Unusual high He concentration were measured in the two
uppermost Devon Island samples, 21% He excess compared to atmospheric concentration
at 3 m and 7% excess He at 16 m, whereas at 33 m the He non-atmospheric excess has
be completely vanished (0.1±1%). These two exceptional measurements can be explained
by the fact that the DEKABON tubing used for sampling was leak-checked using pure
He before leaving for the field. Although the tubes were flushed by several tens of liters
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before sampling some non-atmospheric He had obviously remained in the DEKABON tubes
contaminating the first samples taken. Therefore the helium measurements from Devon
Island at 3 and 16 m are not considered in the following discussion.

4.1.3 Firn Air Model

The transport of gas in porous firn can be described with a one-dimensional diffusion
equation [29, 36, 41]:

∂C

∂t
=

∂

∂t

(

D(z, T )

[

∂C

∂z
−

∆mg

RT
+Ω

∂T

∂z

])

(4.1)

where C is the concentration of the species, t is time, z is depth, D is the effective molecular
diffusivity of gas in porous snow [31, 30, 40], T is temperature, ∆m is mass difference of
the gas to the mass of air, g is gravitational acceleration, R is the ideal gas constant, and
Ω is the thermal diffusion sensitivity. In equation 4.1 the movement of gas is determined by
molecular diffusion (driven by the concentration gradient ∂C/∂z), by gravitational settling
(∆mg/RT ), and by thermal diffusion (Ω∂T/∂z). As first order approximation, we did not
take into account seasonal atmospheric temperature variations. In this simplified model the
temperature in the firn column, which is equal to the mean annual atmospheric tempera-
ture, does not change with depth or time (∂T/∂z = 0). Therefore thermal diffusion is not
considered and eq. 4.1 reduces to
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RT

])

(4.2)

Eq. 4.2 will fail to reproduce the gas concentrations at the upper part of the firn because
seasonal atmospheric temperature variations are penetrating down to about 5-10 m depth
affecting the gas concentration at the top of the firn due to thermal diffusion. However,
thermal diffusion is only relevant down to a depth of about 20-30 m [36]. Since we are
mainly interested in the gas concentration near the close-off depth the simplified eq. 4.2
is justified. More detail about modeling firn gas movement considering thermal diffusion
can be found in [36]. To calculate the gas diffusion and inclusion process in the firn we
used an extended version [40] of the one dimensional diffusion model of Schwander et al.
[30]. In this model the firn column is divided into a fixed number of boxes (usually 2000),
where each of the boxes contains the same mass of air such we can handle the gas flow
by concentration exchange (eq. 4.2). The length of the boxes thus increases with depth.
The size of the boxes was determined with an approximation of the firn porosity using
a density formula by Herron and Langway [17] and the relation of Schwander et al. [29].
The gas concentration is mixed vertically between the boxes by pure molecular diffusion
and the effect of gravity (eq. 4.2), as well as vertical advection due to accumulation of new
surface snow. In the lock-in zone bubbles start to form and are separated from the open firn
column. The closed porosity is related to density by the empirical relation from Schwander
et al. [31, 29]. As discussed in more detail below, an additionally process during bubble
inclusion had to be implemented for this study, in order to explain the measured data. Air
tends to escape from the closing bubble due to a compression overpressure. We assumed a
constant fractionation of the gas during bubble inclusion. The concentration C i

closed in the
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newly formed bubble depends on the concentration C i in the surrounding firn as follows:

Ci
closed = αiCi (4.3)

where αi is the fractionation factor for each gas species i. We assumed that the proportion
between the volume of closed bubbles Vclosed and the volume of open pores Vopen in a given
depth, is a function of the firn density ρ, the open and closed porosity [40].

Vopen + Vclosed = V (4.4)

Hence, to observe mass balance

VopenC
i
open + VclosedC

i
closed = V Ci (4.5)

the concentration of the remaining gas in the open pore volume C i open has to be:

Ci
open = Ci

(

Vclosed(1− αi) + Vopen

)

V −1
open (4.6)

To constrain the model, we used the CO2 firn air measurements (Figure 4.1). The model was
forced with atmospheric CO2 concentration since 1750 from ice core data and measurements
from Point Barrow. Modeling the CO2 profile is a good tool to adjust the parameters of
the relation between diffusivity and open porosity used in the model [30, 40] The diffusivity
profile found for CO2 was then scaled linearly to the other gases (Table 4.2). Thereafter the
concentrations of the other gases and isotopes were modeled in order to best fit the measured
data by varying only the fractionation factor αi. Atmospheric noble gas, oxygen and nitrogen
concentrations, were assumed to be constant with time. This is a simplification mostly for
of O2/N2 ratios, which alters seasonally due to photosynthesis and respiration processes,
which is not important here as seasonal variations are not considered. Furthermore, the
few atmospheric O2/N2 reconstructions suggests that the long term increase of atmospheric
O2/N2 due to fossil fuel burning, is only about 0.010/00/yr [4, 20]. As the fractionation effect
discussed in this study shows variations of 2 to 100/00, this latter effect can be neglected.

Table 4.2: Molecular properties used in the model and close-off fractionations factors. (A) Collision diameter
are the and Lenard Jones potential values derived from viscosity data [28]. (B) Diffusion coefficient of trace
gas in air relative to CO2

Molecule Mole Collision A D/DCO2

B Close-off fractionation factor αi

Mass Diameter (Å) NorthGRIP Devon Island Mean
Mean Error Mean Error

CO2 44 3.941 1 1 1 1
Xe 131 4.047 0.775 1 1 1
N2 28 3.798 1.21 1 1 1
Kr 84 3.655 0.944 1 1 1
Ar 40 3.542 1.22 0.9975 0.0005 0.9945 0.0015 0.996
O2 32 3.467 1.29 0.986 0.002 0.9855 0.0015 0.986
Ne 20 2.82 2.03 0.55 0.05 0.64 0.04 0.595
He 4 2.551 4.53 0.35 0.05 0.425 0.075 0.388
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4.1.4 Results

Isotopic Ratios

Both NorthGRIP and Devon Island firn air samples show the expected linear increase in
δ15N, and δ18O with depth due to gravitational settling. Since the gravitational enrichment
is proportional to the mass difference, ∆m of the isotopes, δ36Ar is affected 4 times as much
as δ15N (eq. 4.1). Deviations from the gravitational enrichment line were observed at both
sampling sites at the top of the firn air column (Figure 4.2 and Figure 4.3) due to thermal
diffusion driven by the seasonal temperature gradients. In the present study, however, we
are mainly interested at the bottom of the firn air column. We did not detect any close-off
fractionation for the isotopic ratios. This is confirmed by many different firn air studies at
various sites in Greenland as well as in Antarctica [30, 41].
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Figure 4.2: δ15N, δ18O, and δ36Ar data from NorthGRIP. Measurements (dots) and model (solid line).
The data shows a nice thermal effect in the upper 30 m. The model does only account for gravitational
settling but not for thermal diffusion. Therefore the data and model disagree on the first 30 m.

Elemental Ratios

Measurements and model results of the elemental ratios from NorthGRIP and Devon Island
are shown in Figure 4.4 to Figure 4.7. Model and measurements differ in the top 30 m
because thermal diffusion is not included in the model. Below 30 m the linear gravitational
signal as well as the close-off fractionation can be seen in the data and are reproduced by
the model. O2/N2, Ar/N2, He/Ar, Ne/Ar, Ne/He ratios show fractionations of different
strengths during the inclusion process, whereas Kr/Ar and Xe/Ar seem not to be affected.
Analytical errors of Kr/Ar and Xe/Ar, however, are too large to obtain a nice fit. The close-
off enrichments are about 4 times more pronounced at Devon Island than at NorthGRIP.
The ratio of Ne/He shows a interesting behavior, since at the close-off it is slightly enriched
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Figure 4.3: δ15N and δ18O data from Devon Island. Measurements (dots) and model (solid line). The
model does only account for gravitational settling but not for thermal diffusion. Therefore the data and
model disagree on the first 30 m. The quality of the data is not that good as for NorthGRIP (Figure 4.2).

at NorthGRIP but strongly depleted at Devon Island.
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Figure 4.4: δO2/N2 and δAr/N2 measurements from Devon Island. The curves are the diffusion model
with adjusted close-off fractionation.

Although the data from NorthGRIP and Devon Island are rather different, we found very
similar close-off fractionation factors for both sites from the fitting of our model output to
the data (Figure 4.8). This might indicate a universal physical process of bubble inclusion.
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Figure 4.5: Noble gas ratio measurements from Devon Island. The curves are the diffusion model with
adjusted close-off fractionation.
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Figure 4.6: δO2/N2 and δAr/N2 measurements from NorthGRIP. The curves are the diffusion model with
adjusted close-off fractionation.

However, we do not expect these fractionation factors to be fundamental physical constants,
but rather they should be affected by the speed of the bubble close-off process and are a
complicated integral of the gas fractionation with the bubble pressure and close-off history.
The model is able to reproduce the 4 times stronger enrichments of the He/Ar and Ne/Ar
at Devon Island compared to NorthGRIP, as well as the different Ne/He evolutions at
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Figure 4.7: Noble gas ratio measurements from NorthGRIP. The curves are the diffusion model with
adjusted close-off fractionation.

both sites. The reason for this differences can be found in the lower firn diffusivity at
Devon Island due to intense layering, obtained by frequent meltwater events. This is nicely
documented in the density profile (Figure 4.1), which is much smoother for NorthGRIP
than for Devon Island. Impermeable dense summer layers damp the diffusion in the firn
column and hence reduce the exchange of the gases with the free atmosphere. This causes
a stronger enrichment of the expelled gases from the closing bubbles in the firn, since the
excess gas can not escape easily to the atmosphere by back diffusion. Intense layering can
cause a decoupling of air from the upper part of the firn column and thus lead to even
stronger enrichments. Reduced diffusion also explains the strange behavior of the Ne/He
ratios. He is more affected by the close-off fractionation than Ne, which leads to a depletion
of the Ne/He ratio at Devon Island. In contrast, at NorthGRIP the Ne/He ratio is enriched
at the bottom of the firn. This is because molecular diffusion of He in air is more than two
times faster than of Ne in air (Table 4.2), hence the He concentration gradient is balanced
by back diffusion to the surface at NorthGRIP, whereas at Devon Island reduced diffusivity
due to meltlayers keeps the He at the bottom of the firn.

Close-off fractionation is strongest for the small and light elements He and Ne, and it
is non existent for the large and heavy gases Xe and Kr, at least within our measurement
precision. Plotting the close-off fractionation for the different species against their molecular
diameter (Figure 4.8, Table 4.2) indicates a critical size of about 3.6 Å above which close-
off fractionation seems to stop. The dependency of the close-off fractionation on molecular
mass is not a steady function since O2 (mass 32 g/mol) and Ar (40 g/mol) show stronger
fractionation than the lighter N2 (28 g/mol). The close-off fractionations factors obtained
from the both sites agree within the uncertainty range.

In order to test the uniformity of our findings, we compared our model output for O2/N2 and
Ar/O2 to firn air samples from three Antarctic sites Dome C, Dronning Maud Land (DML),
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Figure 4.8: Close-off fractionation from the model fits of NorthGRIP (triangles) and Devon Island (dots),
plotted against their molecular diameter [28]. Close-off fractionation is strongest for small molecules, and
is decreasing with increasing size. We did not detect a close-off fractionation for molecules larger than the
critical size of about 3.6±0.1 Å.

and Berkner Island (Figure 4.9) (firn sampling within the framework of CRYOSTAT). The
model parameters were calibrated again fitting the CO2 profile. Then the model was run
using the mean close-off fractionations from Devon Island and NorthGRIP (Table 4.2).
The agreement between model and data is good for the very low accumulation (only 2.5
cm H2O/yr) site of Dome C. However, Berkner Island and to a lesser extent DML data,
show extremely strong close-off fractionations which could not be reproduced by the model.
This is probably due to extensive non-diffusive zones as a result of impermeable layers in
the firn column. The non diffusive zone seems to start at about 50 m at Berkner Island
and about 71 m at DML. This is supported by isotope ratio measurements of the four
deepest samples from Berkner Island and the deepest sample at DML, respectively. The
gravitational enrichment of δ15N and δ18O stops at this depths, whereas the samples were
taken down to a depth of 63 m (Berkner Island), and 74 m (DML), respectively. Our model
fails to reproduce this data, due to the smoothed diffusion profile prescribed by a smooth
density profile. To improve the model, the density profile must be changed from a smooth
function with depth, towards a more realistic, highly (annually) variable dependence. Such
a model modification, could help to improve the accuracy of reconstructions of atmospheric
O2/N2 from firn air.

4.1.5 Discussion

The phenomenon of close-off fractionation has been discussed by several authors [1, 2, 5,
32, 37]. Earlier workers also noticed a size-dependent fractionation during artifactual gas
loss that may occur during ice sample retrieval or storage [3, 11, 39]. It is important to note
that this artifactual (human-caused) process is distinct from the natural process described
in this work, and will not be discussed further.

During the close-off process of an air bubble the pressure in the closing bubble increases and
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Figure 4.9: δO2/N2 and δAr/O2 measurements and model predictions from the Antarctic sites Dome C
(dots), DML (diamonds), and Berkner Island (triangles). For the model predictions the mean close-off frac-
tionation from Table 4.2 were used. The Berkner Island data shows extremely strong close-off fractionation.
This is probably due a very long non-diffusive zone due to impermeable layers. This is supported by constant
values of the isotope ratios for the deepest four measurements. Our model fails to reproduce this data, since
layering is not yet implemented.

part of the air is forced out of the bubble into the surrounding pore space. It is not clear what
could cause the observed size dependence of this expelling procedure. Some kind of diffusion,
such as diffusion through tiny channels in the firn structure or even through the ice matrix
is probably involved. Different diffusion processes have been discussed in prior literature
(Poiseuille diffusion, molecular diffusion, effusion, Knudsen diffusion, steric diffusion) [3, 11],
but none of them can explain the detected size dependent behavior properly.

Molecular diffusion occurs in the presence of partial pressure gradients. It is important
when the diameter of the channel is much bigger than the size of the molecules, thus the
molecules collide much more frequently with each other than with the walls of the medium.
Fractionation due to molecular diffusion depends mainly on the inverse square root of the
reduced mass, m, divided by the squared diameter, d: Dmolecular ∼ m−1/2d−2. It cannot
explain the observed fractionation (Figure 4.8, Table 4.2) since otherwise isotope ratios
should show a significant (detectable) fractionation. Furthermore a critical diameter cannot
be explained by molecular diffusion. Molecular diffusion, however, is the driver of the back
diffusion of excess gases expelled in the firn column and hence it is very important for the
interpretation of the measured profiles.

Effusion is happening when the gas collides mainly with the walls in contrast to molec-
ular diffusion, e.g. a collapsing balloon expelling the gas. Effusion depends only on the



4.1. EVIDENCE FROM NOBLE GASES, OXYGEN, AND NITROGEN 83

square root of the mass ratio off different gases but not on the molecular size: Deffusion ∼

(m1/m2)
1/2.

Knudsen diffusion occurs when the molecules collide predominantly with the walls rather
than with each other. Knudsen diffusion is inversely proportional to the square root of
its mass: Dknudsen ∼ m−1/2. Neither effusion nor Knudsen diffusion can explain the size
dependency, as well as the unaffected isotope ratios, observed during the lock-in process.

Steric (activated) diffusion is important when the size of the molecules is of the same
order as the size of the channel. Then the diffusivity depends on both the diameter and the
mass of the molecule: Dsteric ∼ m−1/2e(−E/kT ) where E = E0 + ad is the activation energy
required to jump from one crystal-site to the next (see for example [21]). Diffusion through
the ice can be regarded as steric diffusion [18, 42]. Hence steric or activated diffusion could
be a driver of the observed close-off fractionation, however there is still a mass dependence
involved.

The clear detection of a critical size of 3.6 Å implies diffusion through channels of about
the same dimension. However, an outlet from a closing bubble is not expected to develop
a critical size, since it changes its dimension steadily from open to closed. Furthermore,
a uniform behavior of the firn structure close-off region (the same channel dimensions at
different sites) seems unrealistic, since physical conditions (temperature, accumulation) can
be very different from site to site. Thus, we favor an explanation by diffusion through the ice
matrix. Diffusion coefficients of gases in ice show a size dependence similar to our findings
beside for Ar and O2 [18]. However, diffusion through the ice matrix is very slow (far less
than 1 mm/yr) [18, 42]. Therefore, a wall of few millimeters can inhibit gas penetration
substantially. But, one can imagine that a newly formed bubble is sealed from the open pores
by only a thin film of ice crystals. The overpressure in the bubble forces the gases to migrate
through the ice structure. Diffusion through ice must behave in a uniform way, because the
crystalline structure depends not much on temperature and pressure. At the pressure and
temperature conditions of polar firn, normal ice (1h) with a hexagonal crystalline structure
is formed (Figure 4.10). The crystal may be thought of as consecutive sheets lying on top of
each other. For a very thin wall of ice such a crystal structure is forming hexagonal channels,
which could serve as connections for the air from the bubble to the open pore volume. The
distance between two neighboring oxygen atoms is about 2.75 Å [16]. The dimensions of
the hexagonal passages in the ice matrix each formed by six H2O molecules is similar to the
critical size of about 3.6 Å (4.5-4.6 Å minus the dimension of the H2O molecules of about
1-2 Å) (Figure 4.10). Therefore, a size dependent fractionation seems probable. Molecules
larger than the channels are not able to pass the ice film, whereas small molecules like He
pass easily. From bubble air measurements on ice cores it is known that He, as well as
Ne are not captured properly in ice cores, whereas N2, Ar, and O2 concentrations seem to
remain unchanged, at least in the inner part of the core. But, regarding a small film of ice
only, O2 and Ar have a slightly higher probability to pass than N2, which could cause the
enrichments in the firn in the close-off region. Diffusion coefficients of gases in ice show a
of size dependence. Further investigations concerning this theory have to be carried out,
in addition better experimental determinations of the diffusion constants of the main air
components through ice would be very valuable.
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Figure 4.10: Hexagonal ice (1 h) unit cell. The unit cell may be considered as a group of four molecules
(two above and two below); two and two halves of which make up the hexameric box. The crystallographic
c-axis is in the vertical direction. The hexagonal crystal has unit cell dimensions 4.511 Å (a, b) and 7.351 Å
(c) (90o, 90o, 120o, 4 molecules). The distance between two neighboring oxygen atoms (red globes) is about
2.75 Å [16].

4.1.6 Conclusions

The enrichment of elemental ratios near the close-off region measured in the firn air from
Devon Island and NorthGRIP, can be modeled assuming a constant close-off fractionation of
the air remaining in the closed bubble. The strong similarities found at both sites indicates
an universal physical process causing this close-off fractionation. Our model approach is
able to explain and predict the general shape of the firn air profiles from various different
sites. However, it fails when the firn density structure has impermeable layers which cause
large non-diffusive zones at the bottom of the firn. This has to be implemented into a future
model. Close-off fractionations for different gases depend strongly on the collision diameter.
The mass of the molecule is less important, since the effect on isotope ratios is very low.
The critical size of about 3.6 Å seems to be the upper limit to which molecules fractionate
during the close-off process in the firn. A possible explanation for this could be the diffusion
of molecules through channels in the ice lattice. From our findings we believe that the effect
of close-off fractionation is nonexistent or at least very small for isotope ratios and for large
molecules, like Xe, Kr, N2, CO2, CH4, and N2O. This is an important confirmation for the
integrity of polar ice cores as a climate archive of the ancient atmospheric composition of
these gases.
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Chapter 5

The NorthGRIP Ice Core

5.1 High resolution Climate Record of the Northern Hemi-
sphere reaching into the last Glacial Interglacial Period

North Greenland Ice-Core Project (NorthGRIP) Members1
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Abstract

A new deep drilling operation has been completed in 2003 in North Greenland at the
NorthGRIP site (75.10◦N, 42.32◦W), 324 km North-North-West of the summit site where
the GRIP and GISP2 ice cores were retrieved. The site and resulting climate records are
unique in a number of ways. Eemian ice is found at the base of the core, and the ice isotope
values imply substantially warmer (by 5◦C) conditions than present day at that time. The
base of the ice sheet is melting at NorthGRIP, resulting in dramatically reduced layer
thinning at the bottom of the core, undisturbed ice stratigraphy throughout the core, and
nearly annual resolution of climate records at 120,000 yr BP. The full ice isotopic record
compared with the GRIP and GISP2 corresponding profiles reveals both general similarities
and striking differences. There is, in particular, a large and well marked latitudinal climatic
gradient between the NorthGRIP and Summit sites that appears to be modulated by the
extent of the Laurentide ice sheet, and thus related to its impact on atmospheric circulation.
The Bølling warming in NorthGRIP appears as an abrupt climate change of about 10◦C
in a decade or less, in contrast to the more gradual, centennial scale warming seen in the
Summit cores. In support of ice sheet models, there is no indication of significant changes
in the altitude of the Greenland ice sheet in the NorthGRIP area over the last 120,000
yr BP. As drilling concluded, basal melt water flooded the hole and froze into the bottom
45 m of the borehole, leaving behind a potential archive for future paleobiological and
paleoenvironmental studies.

1A full list of the authors appears at the end of this paper
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High-resolution record of Northern
Hemisphere climate extending into the
last interglacial period
North Greenland Ice Core Project members*

*A full list of authors appears at the end of this paper

...........................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Two deep ice cores from central Greenland, drilled in the 1990s, have played a key role in climate reconstructions of the Northern
Hemisphere, but the oldest sections of the cores were disturbed in chronology owing to ice folding near the bedrock. Here we
present an undisturbed climate record from a North Greenland ice core, which extends back to 123,000 years before the present,
within the last interglacial period. The oxygen isotopes in the ice imply that climate was stable during the last interglacial period,
with temperatures 5 8C warmer than today. We find unexpectedly large temperature differences between our new record from
northern Greenland and the undisturbed sections of the cores from central Greenland, suggesting that the extent of ice in the
Northern Hemisphere modulated the latitudinal temperature gradients in Greenland. This record shows a slow decline in
temperatures that marked the initiation of the last glacial period. Our record reveals a hitherto unrecognized warm period initiated
by an abrupt climate warming about 115,000 years ago, before glacial conditions were fully developed. This event does not appear
to have an immediate Antarctic counterpart, suggesting that the climate see-saw between the hemispheres (which dominated the
last glacial period) was not operating at this time.

The two deep ice cores drilled at the beginning of the 1990s in
central Greenland (GRIP1–3 and GISP24,5, respectively 3,027m and
3,053m long) have played a key role in documenting rapid climate
changes during the last glacial period. However, it quickly became
clear that the bottom 10% of at least one (and most probably both)
of these ice cores4,6–9 was disturbed owing to ice folding close to the
bedrock. The Central Greenland ice core records are fully reliable
climate archives back to 105,000 years before present (105 kyr BP),
but the disturbancesmean that no reliable NorthernHemisphere ice
core record of the previous interglacial (the Eemian climatic period)
was known to exist in the Northern Hemisphere.

This situation motivated the search for a new drilling site
where undisturbed ice from the last interglacial period10, and even
from the previous glacial period, would be accessible11. The North
Greenland Ice Core Project (NGRIP) site, located at 75.10 8N and
42.32 8W with an elevation of 2,917m and an ice thickness of
3,085m (Fig. 1), was selected on the basis of three criteria that, when
satisfied together, should produce dateable ice older than that found
in central Greenland: a position on a ridge to reduce deformation by
ice flow, flat bedrock, and a lower precipitation rate. The present
accumulation rate is 0.19m ice equivalent yr21, the annual mean
temperature is231.5 8C, and the ice near the base originates 50 km
upstream of the ice ridge in the direction of Summit12. The NGRIP
drilling started in 1996, and bedrock was reached in July 2003.

Dating of the NGRIP climate record

The climate record of the oxygen isotopic composition of the ice
(d18O) from the NGRIP ice core is shown in Fig. 2 (and is available
as Supplementary Information). In cold glaciers where the basal ice
temperature is below freezing, the annual ice layers typically thin
towards zero thickness close to bedrock, and flow induced disturb-
ances can limit the usefulness of the deepest part of ice cores13. In
contrast, at NGRIP high rates of basal ice melting, estimated to be
7mmyr21 (refs 12, 14), remove the bottom layers, greatly restrict-
ing the thinning of the layers and the possibility of ice disturbances.
Whereas the present-day accumulation is 15% lower at NGRIP than
at GRIP, NGRIP annual layer thicknesses at 105 kyr BP (depth
2,900m) are of the order of 1.1 cm, twice that of GRIP ice of this age.

Figure 1 Map of Greenland, showing the locations of the deep ice core drilling sites. The

sites GRIP (72.5 8N, 37.3 8W), GISP2 (72.5 8N, 38.3 8W), NGRIP (75.1 8N, 42.3 8W), Camp

Century (77.2 8N, 61.1 8W), Dye3 (65.2 8N, 43.8 8W) and Renland (71.3 8N, 26.7 8W) are

marked. The Greenland map was provided by S. Ekholm, Danish Cadastre.
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The NGRIP isotopic record covers the Holocene, the entire last
glacial period, and part of the Eemian period. The 24 abrupt and
climatic warm Dansgaard–Oeschger (DO) events, or Greenland
interstadials (GIS), initially numbered in the GRIP record1,2 are very
clearly identified (Fig. 2a, b), as are the climatic cold Greenland
stadials (GS) that follow the DO events. The NGRIP core has been
cross-dated to the GRIP core ss09sea chronology15 down to
105 kyr BP using the high-resolution ice isotope profiles and volcanic
events found in the ECMandDEP records5,16. Older ice is cross-dated
to the Antarctic Vostok ice core records by using concentrations of
methane and d

18O of the entrapped air9,17–22. To determine if deep
ice folding is a problem at NGRIP, we concentrate on the period
corresponding to the marine isotope stage (MIS) 5d/5c transition
dated around 105 kyr BP at Vostok (GT4 timescale). From methane
and d

15N air measurements, we confirm that this transition is the
counterpart of the Northern Hemisphere stadial 2518,21,23 that ends
with the abrupt onset of DO 24 at the NGRIP depth of 2,940m
(Fig. 3). At this depth, methane concentrations in air exhibit a rapid
increase from 450 to 650 p.p.b.v., a shift which is also observed in the
Vostok data24 (Fig. 3), and the d

15N air signal, measured with a
resolution of better than 100 yr, shows a rapid increase typical of DO
events, resulting from thermal and gravitational fractionation
processes. The increase in d

15N and in methane concentration
over the warming of DO 24 are both located 7m deeper in the ice
core than the corresponding d

18O transition25–27 (Fig. 3). This
reflects the typical depth shift, or gas-age/ice-age difference,
expected with normal firnification processes and later thinning
through ice flow28. This supports our contention that the bottom ice
is undisturbed by folding or ice mixing. We note that similar
investigations on the GRIP core have confirmed that this record is
indeed disturbed at the time of the 5d/5c transition7,18, as in that
core the isotope and gas transitions are located at the same depth.
Below DO 19 the NGRIP record is compared to the planktonic

oxygen isotope record from marine core MD95-2045 drilled on the

Iberian margin29 (Fig. 4). On the basis of strong similarities between
these two records and ice modelling as well as d18O air measure-
ments on the deepest parts of the core compared with Vostok, the
basal part of the NGRIP record is dated to 123 kyr BP. Owing to the
basal melting, the annual layer thickness of the ice from 2,700 to
3,085m (90 to 123 kyr BP) thins much less than in the case of no
melting, furthermaking dating straightforward. At these depths, the
depth scale is almost linearly proportional to time. Thus, we feel
confident in interpreting the ice isotopic record at NGRIP as the first
Northern Hemisphere ice core record of a highly detailed, undis-
turbed climate record of the late Eemian and the inception of the
last glacial period.

Climate record of the late Eemian period

We first examine the implications arising from the relatively high
(warm) and stable Eemian ice isotopic values found in the bottom
85m of the ice core. As noted above, the annual layers are unusually
thick, 1.0 to 1.6 cm, through this period of glacial interception and
the latter part of the Eemian period, allowing a very detailed look at
this key climatic period. The maximum isotopic value of 232‰
found for the Eemian in the NGRIP core corresponds to the highest
values found in the GRIP and GISP2 ice cores. Although these other
cores have disturbed chronologies for ice older than 105 kyr BP, they
do contain Eemian age ice15,18, and the maximum isotopic values
can be assumed to represent the warmest Eemian climate30. Because
both the present interglacial isotopic values (235‰) and the
Eemian values are similar in the GRIP, GISP2, and NGRIP ice, we
infer that the ice from the bottom of the NGRIP core has sampled
the warmest part of Eemian climate. This maximum isotopic value
is 3‰ higher than the present value, and if attributed solely to
temperature, implies at least a 5 K warmer temperature in the
Eemian than at present30–33. It is notable that the 3‰ isotopic
value difference between the present and the Eemian period seen at
NGRIP, GRIP and GISP2 is also found in northern Greenland ice

Figure 2 The NGRIP stable oxygen isotopic record compared to the GRIP record. a, The

GRIP oxygen isotopic profile (blue) with respect to depth at GRIP. Isotopic values (d18O) are

expressed in ‰ with respect to Vienna Standard Mean Ocean Water (V-SMOW). The

measurements have been performed on 55 cm samples with an accuracy of ^0.1‰.

b, The NGRIP oxygen isotopic profile (red) with respect to depth at NGRIP. For comparison,

the GRIP record (blue) has been plotted on the NGRIP depth scale using the rapid

transitions as tie points. c, The difference between the NGRIP and GRIP oxygen isotopic

profiles plotted above on the GRIP2001/ss09sea timescale15 in 50 yr resolution (black).

The record is compared to a record representing sea level changes39 (green) and a 10-kyr

smoothed oxygen isotope profile from NGRIP (red).
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cores nearer the coast, such as Camp Century (77.2 8N, 61.1 8W) in
the west15, and Renland (71.3 8N, 26.7 8W) in the east15. We
conclude that the relative elevation differences during the Eemian
in northern Greenland are thus not large, and further, as the
Renland ice cap only is 325m thick and cannot change elevation
by more than 100m, the absolute elevation changes between the
Eemian and the present can only be of the order of 100m. In
contrast, the Dye3 ice core in south Greenland (65.2 8N, 43.8 8W)
has an isotope difference of 5‰ (ref. 15), suggesting as much as
500m lower elevation there. The Eemian isotopic values reported
here paint a picture of an Eemian ice sheet with northern and central
ice thicknesses similar to the present, while the south Greenland ice
thickness is substantially reduced. This provides a valuable con-
straint for both future glaciological models of the Greenland
Eemian ice sheet as well as models of sea level changes30,34–36.

Climate record of the glacial inception

This high resolution NGRIP record reveals a slow decline in
temperatures from the warm Eemian isotopic values to cooler,
intermediate values over 7,000 yr from 122 to 115 kyr BP. The end of
the last interglacial thus does not appear to have started with an
abrupt climate change, but with a long and gradual deterioration of
climate. Before full glacial values are reached, however, the record
does reveal an abrupt cooling, with a first d18O decrease at about
119 kyr BP, followed by relatively stable depleted d

18O levels, which
we name here the Greenland stadial 26. The stadial is followed by an
abrupt increase at,115 kyr BP, the onset of DO 2537 (Fig. 4). NGRIP
is the first ice core climate record to so clearly resolve these rapid and
large fluctuations in climate right at the beginning of the full glacial
period. It is remarkable how well the features of the record compare
with the marine planktonic isotope record from the margin of the
Iberian coast, a proxy for the sea surface temperatures here. The
features are thus believed to be large-scale features typical of the
North Atlantic region38. It is significant that DO 25, while weak

(with an amplitude 25% of the following DO events), was similar in
character to the following DO events, although it occurred at the
time when the ice caps were first building up. Thus it seems difficult
to call on melting ice or other large freshwater input to the North
Atlantic to trigger this event, although clearly we need more
information from this and future ice cores to fully understand
this first abrupt climate change of the last glacial.

Regional climate differences in Greenland

We now focus on a detailed comparison of the NGRIP d
18O ice

profile with the GRIP ice isotopic record over their common part.
Despite being only 325 km apart, these records have significant
differences that illustrate the importance of regional variations in
Greenland climate, even on quite long timescales. Figure 2b shows
the NGRIP ice isotope profile. The GRIP record shown in Fig. 2a is
plotted on the NGRIP depth scale using the DO events as references,
so the two records can be compared. At first glance, the two records
are very similar as expected, given the relative proximity of the cores.
But closer inspection shows substantial differences between the
records. Whereas NGRIP and GRIP have very similar d18O levels
during the Holocene, glacial isotopic levels in the NGRIP record are
systematically depleted by 1‰ to 2‰. The difference between
these isotopic profiles (Fig. 2c) reaches maxima at about 15–
20 kyr BP, 25–30 kyr BP and 60–70 kyr BP. The magnitude of the
difference appears to be related to the NorthernHemisphere climate
curve, as represented by a smoothed version of the NGRIP record,
such that colder conditions have larger differences (Fig. 2c). The
difference curve also compares relatively well to the global sea level
curve39, implying that the extent of the glacial continental ice sheets
may help to explain the difference.
The difference curve only weakly traces the DO events, suggesting

that the differences are not very well connected to processes
operating on millennial timescales. A preliminary reconstruction
of past temperatures based on the measured borehole temperatures

Figure 3 Comparison of ice core records from NGRIP and Vostok for NGRIP depths 2,830

to 3,085m. The isotopic composition, dD, of the ice (blue) and of methane in the air

(green) for Vostok are on the top, and the isotopic composition, d18O, of the ice (red),

methane (green) and d15N (black) of the air for NGRIP are on the bottom. A 50-kyr

resolution NGRIP record is available as Supplementary Information. The detailed Vostok

methane profile combines published data and recent measurements performed to

examine the 5d/5c transition at Vostok24. The Vostok and NGRIP data are reported on their

own scales, namely the GT4 timescale for Vostok (top axis) and the depth scale for NGRIP

(bottom axis). These two independent scales have been simply shifted in order to match

the sharp methane shift in Vostok with the sharp NGRIP warming at 2,940m.

Furthermore, matching of the two scales should result in the estimated mean 1.1 cm

annual layer thickness for the NGRIP profile.
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at NGRIP supports this finding. Temperatures reconstructed at
NGRIP during the Last Glacial Maximum are several degrees colder
than those at GRIP andGISP2. The observed isotopic differences are
large, given the relatively small distance between the two sites, and
our finding that the two sites are believed to have only undergone
small relative elevation changes during the glacial period34,40.
Whereas the isotopic records in the central parts of East Antarctica41

are rather similar and thus do not reveal large and significant
climatically driven differences, the Greenland sites, located just
325 km apart, reveal major differences. Now that we are beginning
to have a spatial distribution of deep ice core records, this brings
into play a new source of palaeoclimatic information for these deep
ice cores, that is, changes in geographical gradients with time. Our
best theory is to postulate that the air masses reaching the two sites
during the glacial had different sources. In response to the extent of
the Laurentide ice sheet, sea ice and the extensive North Atlantic ice
shelves, NGRIP has become further from the ocean, and may have
seen a higher fraction of air coming over the northern side of the
Laurentide ice sheet, bringing with it colder and more isotopically
depleted moisture than GRIPmight have seen42,43. Taken as a whole,
the findings here suggest that the atmospheric water cycle over
Greenland is substantially different between modern and glacial
worlds.

Basal water under the ice

When drilling was completed at NGRIP, basal water flooded the
deepest 45m of the bore hole. Although we knew from temperature
profiles taken in 2001–02 that the base of the ice sheet was at or very
near the pressure melting point, liquid water was not seen in radar
profiles done during site selection. The melt rate at the base at
NGRIP is 7mm ice yr21, so the geothermal heat flow appears to be
as high as 140 mWm22 (70 mWm22 from latent heat, and
70mWm22 conducted though the ice based on the measured
bore temperature). This high geothermal heat flow value is atypical
for Precambrian shields44 believed to cover most of Greenland. The
recent indications of bacterial life in and under Antarctic ice45 have
revealed that the Earth possibly contains a previously unrecognized
cold biosphere that would be actively involved in biogeochemical
processes. Thus Greenland, like Antarctica, is now known to have

liquid water at its base in some locations, water that awaits further
study for basal sediment composition and evidence of life in a truly
extreme environment.

Implications for future palaeoclimatic studies

The first measurements available on the NGRIP core already
provide a wealth of new and promising environmental information.
Most importantly, the NGRIP core contains the first continuous
record of the late Eemian and the interception of the last glacial
period to be recorded in a deep Greenland ice core. The palaeo-
climatic signal for Greenland now reaches 123,000 yr back in time,
and reveals a stable and warm late Eemian period. The end of the
Eemian is a slow decline to glacial, cooler, intermediate conditions,
but the onset of abrupt climate changes, the DO events that mark
the last glacial period, precedes full glacial conditions. The bottom
ice at NGRIP is essentially undisturbed and annual ice layers are
quite thick, a situation caused by basal melting which in turn results
from an unexpectedly high geothermal heat flow in North Green-
land. The additional knowledge that the central and northern ice
sheet during the Eemian period was at the same elevation as present
constrains modelled ice volumes and sea level changes during the
Eemian and glacial period. This interpretation is only consistent
with modelling studies of the ice sheet during the Eemian that,
although predicting an overall smaller ice sheet in accord with
higher observed sea levels during this time34,35,46–48, allow for no
large ice elevation change for the central Greenland ice. The next
generation ofmodels of the Greenland ice sheets should also include
substantial melt under the northern part of the ice sheet as well as
the northeast ice stream, important for the mass balance of the ice
sheet49,50.

The deepest ice should allow a detailed study of the last glacial
inception, including greenhouse gases and atmospheric dust load-
ing, and in future comparisons with Antarctic records we should be
able to investigate in detail the sequence of climatic events and
forcing between north and south during this key climatic period.We
find that the 5d/5c Vostok time period is the counterpart of the
Northern Hemisphere stadial 25 that ends with the abrupt onset of
DO 24 at the NGRIP depth 2,940m. The north–south teleconnec-
tion observed here is similar in behaviour to all the following events
(DO events 1–23), and behaves as predicted by the simple thermo-
dynamic see-saw model23. In contrast, the weak stadial 26 followed
by the abrupt onset of DO 25 is not opposed by an Antarctic
reversal. This could be due to dating uncertainties between the two
cores, but it could also be information on the timing of the onset of
the teleconnection during the building of the ice caps and the
cooling of the climate. When did the north–south climate see-saw
begin? Is there information waiting to be found that can tell us how
glacial periods begin, and whether we are in danger of entering one
in the near future? New and detailed measurements from the EPICA
Antarctica ice cores are expected to clarify this observation. And
finally, is there life at the base of the Greenland ice sheet? These are
some of the many questions that await further study of the new
NGRIP ice core. A
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46. Letréguilly, A., Huybrechts, P. & Reeh, N. Steady-state characteristics of the Greenland ice sheet under

different climates. J. Glaciol. 37, 149–157 (1991).
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5.2 Isotope Calibrated Greenland Temperature Record over
Marine Isotope Stage 3 and its Relation to CH4

Christof Huber,1 Markus Leuenberger,1 Renato Spahni,1 Jacqueline Flückiger,1 Jakob Schwander,1

Thomas F. Stocker,1 Sigfus Johnsen,2 Amaelle Landais3 and Jean Jouzel3

Submitted to Nature, September 2004

Abstract

Greenland temperature variations on millennial time scales were characteristic for the last
ice age. Abrupt warmings, known as Dansgaard-Oeschger (DO) events [18], can be traced
in the δ18Oice record of Greenland ice cores. However, it has been shown that δ18Oice is
not a direct temperature proxy [15]. Measurements of the isotopic composition of gases
trapped in the ice can be used to calibrate the paleothermometer [33, 34, 35, 49, 51]. Here
we present a continuous temperature record based on high resolution δ15N measurements
and firn model studies. It covers a sequence of 9 DO events (9–17) during the time period
from 38 to 64 kyr BP. Temperature changes of 8 to 15◦C were observed for these events.
We can relate the discrepancy between the modern and the glacial δ18Oice-T relationship
to a combination of source temperature changes and changes in the annual distribution of
precipitation. A detailed comparison of the temperature evolution with measurements of
the atmospheric methane (CH4) concentration shows that CH4 and temperature rises at the
onset of DO events are in phase. Furthermore, a strong correlation between both parameters
on millennial and submillennial timescales supports the idea that even submillennial scale
signals of the Greenland temperature record are at least hemispheric in their extent. On
the other hand, differences in the shape of the CH4 and temperature evolution during parts
of the time point to a contribution of CH4 source changes which depend not directly on
northern temperature.
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The climate over the last glacial period was characterised by numerous abrupt climate
changes known as Dansgaard-Oeschger (DO) events [18]. They can be traced in paleorecords
from the Arctic ice sheets, as well as from tropical and subtropical regions [1, 5, 52, 56].
DO events are most prominently represented in δ18Oice, the oxygen isotope ratio record in
Greenland ice cores. They have been related to shifts of the ocean thermohaline circulation
(THC) [32, 42, 55]. DO events in Greenland typically start with a rapid warming of about
8◦C up to 16◦C within a few decades [33, 34, 49] followed by a more gradual cooling phase
over several centuries and a rapid drop back towards cold stadial conditions. The long lasting
DO events were preceded by massive ice surges from the northern ice sheets, documented
by debris deposits known as Heinrich (H) events [24].

Water isotopes (δ18Oice or δD) are commonly used as a temperature proxy. Changes in
isotopic composition of precipitation in polar regions are mainly related to changes of tem-
peratures at the precipitation site. For Greenland a present day spatial δ18Oice to temper-
ature (δ18Oice-T ) relation αspatial of 0.670/00/K is determined [17]. However, for Greenland
this present day spatial slope cannot be used to quantitatively interpret past climate shifts
[15, 29]. δ18Oice-T sensitivity α is varying over time, e.g. due to variations of the seasonal
precipitation distribution [57] and/or changes occurring at the source region [6, 38] of pre-
cipitation. But measurements of the isotopic composition of nitrogen δ15N and/or argon
δ40Ar on air trapped in ice cores can be used to calibrate the δ18Oice-T relation, during an
event of rapid temperature change [22, 34, 35, 49, 50]. Because atmospheric δ15N is con-
stant, changes of this air parameter trapped in ice reflect processes that occur in the firn
column, where the gas isotopes are fractionated due to gravitation and thermal diffusion
[51]. A rapidly changing surface temperature leads to a temperature gradient in the firn
that forces the heavier isotopes to migrate towards the cold end resulting in a fractionation
of the isotope signal trapped in the ice core. The original surface temperature change can be
assessed comparing the measured isotope fractionation with firn model calculations. This
approach has been used successfully to deduce rapid temperature changes for several DO
events [33, 34, 35, 49, 51].

Here we present a reconstruction of the temperature evolution over 9 consecutive DO events
9 to 17 during Marine Isotope Stage (MIS) 3, based on high resolution δ15N measurements
on the ice core from the North Greenland Ice Core Project (NorthGRIP) [40], using a
new on-line technique [25, 26]. This record is compared to existing high resolution CH4

measurements from the NorthGRIP [21] (DO 12–9), and the GISP2 [3, 7] (DO 17–9) ice
cores. Additionally we present new highly resolved CH4 measurements from the NorthGRIP
ice core for the time period of DO 17–15.

To assess past surface temperature evolution we use a combined dynamic firn densification,
temperature and gas diffusion model [47] to calculate thermal and gravitational fractiona-
tions of isotopes trapped in the ice that can be compared to δ15N measurements. The model
input is the surface temperature, Ts, and the accumulation rate. Accumulation strongly de-
pends on temperature. Hence it can be related to δ18Oice [29] by an empirical relation
determined for present day conditions. However, the relations of the temperature as well as
of the accumulation to δ18Oice are not exactly known for glacial conditions. In our model we
tuned both parameters in order minimize the squared deviations between the model and the
measurements. This leads to two conclusions. The relation between temperature and δ18Oice

is not linear and should be revised. Our findings support a more complex relationship which
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is influenced most probably by varying seasonal precipitation distribution and changes in
the precipitation source region. The accumulation rates must be reduced by 20% compared
to the assumptions made in the ice flow dating model for the ss09sea age scale [28, 40]. This
correction has no influence on the depth-to-age relation of the NorthGRIP ice core, since
the ice thinning function changes accordingly. A detailed description of the method and
fitting procedure is given in the supplementary information. The tuning procedure yields
the temperature evolution over the observed time period. The agreement between model
and measurements is excellent for the magnitude of the δ15N fractionation as well as for
the timing of the events (Figure 5.1). This is strong evidence that the accumulation rate to
temperature relation used in the model is correct, since otherwise either the magnitude or
the timing of the events would disagree. Hence, we obtain an accurate determination of the
ice-age to gas-age difference (∆age). This permits a direct comparison of the temperature
and CH4 with a time uncertainty of only about ±50 years.

Greenland Temperature Evolution during MIS 3

In Figure 5.1 the surface temperature evolution over the time period from 64 and 38 kyr BP
corresponding to nearly the complete MIS 3, is shown. MIS 3 is characterized by various
abrupt temperature changes with amplitudes up to 15◦C (in about 200 years). A typical
rate of the temperature change at the beginning of DO events was 0.5±0.2◦C/decade (Table
5.1). The amplitude of the temperature changes attributed to the different DO events are
marked in Figure 1 and listed in Table 5.1. For the further discussion we distinguish three

Table 5.1: Rates of changes at the onset of DO events, ∆age and ∆depth.
(A) Temperature and CH4 amplitude change from start to top of DO event, respectively.
(B) Time from start to top of DO event.
(C) depth difference between the warming recorded in δ18Oice and in δ15N

DO ∆T (◦C) A ∆t B rate of change ∆CH4
A rate of change ∆age depth C

mean error (yr) (◦C/decade) (ppb) (ppb/◦C) (yr) (m)
9 9 3 560 0.16 78 8.7 1068 17.5

10 11.5 3 180 0.64 88 7.7 1129 17
11 15 3 580 0.26 112 7.5 1166 16
12 12.5 3 220 0.57 88 7 1053 13.5
13 8 3 220 0.36 836 13
15 10 3 240 0.42 163 16.3 923 13
16 9 3 180 0.5 121 13.4 668 11.5
17 12 3 180 0.67 185 15.4 1038 11.5

sequences: (i) DO 12–9, (ii) DO 14–13, (iii) DO 17–15. All three sequences have in common
that peak temperatures were high for the first event and were constantly decreasing for
subsequent ones. DO 12 and 17 were preceded by H-events 5 and 6, respectively [4, 24].
Event H-5.2, before DO 14, can not clearly be associated with a H-event, but some sediment
proxies as well as sea level changes show clearly H-like behaviour [10, 24]. Beside these
similarities, the three sequences were different. The sequence of DO events 12–9 started
with the large event DO 12, followed by three smaller events. The sequence of DO 14–13
was characterized by a very long and stable warm phase (∼2500 yr) followed by a 2000 yr



98 5. THE NORTHGRIP ICE CORE

-46

-44

-42

-40

-38

-36

δ18
O

ic
e (

‰
)

38000 40000 42000 44000 46000 48000 50000 52000 54000 56000 58000 60000 62000 64000

0.3

0.35

0.4

0.45

0.5

0.55

0.6

δ15
N

 (‰
)

δ15N measured
δ15N model

220

225

230

235

240

te
m

pe
ra

tu
re

 (K
)

400

450

500

550

600

650

700

C
H

4 (
pp

b)

CH4 (NGRIP)
CH4 (GISP2)
temperature

38000 40000 42000 44000 46000 48000 50000 52000 54000 56000 58000 60000 62000 64000
age (years BP)

11109 12

9°C

11.5°C
15°C

8 1716151413

12°C

10°C
9°C

8°C

12.5°C

a
a

a

a

a

H 5 H 6H 5.2H 4

Figure 5.1: (Top panel) NorthGrip δ18Oice [40], (middle panel) NorthGRIP δ15N, (bottom panel) sur-
face temperature (solid line), and CH4 concentration from NorthGRIP [21] (filled diamonds) and GISP2
[3, 7] (open circles), for the time period of DO 8–17 (38 to 64 kyr BP). All curves are plotted on the
GRIP2001/ss09sea [28] age scale. δ15N measurements (dots) are compared to a model curve (dashed line).
The temperature curve is deduced by fitting a firn densification and heat diffusion model [47] to the δ15N
data. Temperature is plotted as smoothed line (50 yr). Temperature changes associated with DO events are
marked for each event except for DO 8 and DO 14 which could not be interpreted, due to the lack of δ15N
measurements. Heinrich (H) events are marked as shady bands.

period of intermediate temperatures and a very short cold interval before DO 13 started.
On the other hand, the sequence of DO 17–15 was extremely unstable. Temperature was
changing permanently with a frequency of about 400 yr and an amplitude of 7–12◦C. In this
time period, all events show a more or less pronounced second temperature peak (labelled
with an ”a” in the δ18O record of Figure 5.1). Hence the temperature peaks were very
narrow, e.g. DO 17 (width = 400 yr, from one cold phase to the next), DO 16 (300 yr), and
DO 15a (200 yr), with warm phases of only a few decades. Nevertheless, the large DO events
12 and 17, which are preceded by H-events, show roughly the same temperature change of
12.5±3◦C and 12±3◦C, respectively. The 12.5◦C temperature shift of DO 12 is in agreement
with a 12◦C change measured on the GRIP ice core [33]. In our calculation DO 14, which
probably was also preceded by the Heinrich event H-5.2, shows a similar temperature jump.
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Unfortunately, we did not yet have access to the samples covering the onset of DO 14.
Therefore the temperature change of DO 14 cannot be evaluated and interpreted in detail.
Interestingly, the largest temperature change is not observed for one of the large events, but
for DO 11 with a 15±3◦C temperature increase. However, it has to be taken into account,
that for DO 11 the temperature rise was not as fast (580 years from start to top of peak)
and steady as for the other events.

The Glacial δ18Oice to Temperature Relationship

Based on the idea of Boyle [6] who related the shift of the δ18Oice-T relationship over the
LGM-Holocene transition to changes of tropical sea surface temperatures (SST), different
hypotheses regarding the discrepancy of the spatial and the temporal slope can be tested
with our data. He assumed that the present day spatial relationship of ∼0.70/00/K accounts
correctly for changes of the site temperature, when the source temperature remains con-
stant, whereas changes of the source temperature influence the intercept of the δ18Oice-T
relationship but not the slope (Figure 5.2). Hence, the simultaneous change of both, the site
and the source temperature, leads to an apparently lower slope of δ18Oice-T relationship.
Such calculations were made for the LGM-Holocene transition where the source temper-
atures were about 4–8◦C cooler than at present [9, 43]. Based on our new data, we are
now able to do the same for stadial-interstadial transitions. In Figure 5.2 δ18Oice corrected
for changes of the oxygen isotopic composition of seawater, is plotted versus the isotope
calibrated temperature. Our data suggests a similar behaviour of the δ18Oice-T relationship
during stadial-interstadial transitions as between LGM and Holocene. There is a good linear
(R2 = 0.83) relationship between δ18Oice and temperature with a mean slope of 0.370/00/K
which is about half the present day spatial slope, corresponding to the values obtained
by borehole temperature calibrations [29] for the last glacial to interglacial transition. A
source temperature change leads to a shift of the line representing the modern δ18Oice-T
relationship on the horizontal axis in Figure 5.2.

δ18Oice does not depend on the mean annual temperature but on the precipitation weighted
temperature. Since winter-to-summer temperature differences are large, seasonality has a
strong impact on the isotopic composition of the snow. The glacial decrease in winter pre-
cipitation, predicted by GCM models [57], leads to a δ18Oice that is much higher than one
would expect from the site temperature change alone. Hence, a seasonality change results
in a shift of the modern δ18Oice-T curve on the vertical axis of Figure 5.2. Thus seasonality
variations can either compensate or amplify the effects of a changing source temperature
on the δ18Oice-T relation. For example, a lowering of the δ18Oice stadial-interstadial change
by 3–40/00 due to an increase of winter precipitation would be consistent with our measure-
ments when constant source temperatures were assumed. Hence, every point in Figure 5.2
can be viewed as a linear combination of source temperature changes and changes in the
distribution of precipitation throughout the year. If one parameter can be constrained the
other can be inferred.

Assuming only minor variations of the seasonal distribution of precipitation, our find-
ings would imply that source temperature changes of about 4–8◦C for single DO events
were in phase with site temperature variations on millennial timescales. This agrees nicely
with reconstructions from the subtropical North Atlantic where temperature changes of
2–5◦C where found during MIS 3, covarying with Greenland δ18O of ice cores [43]. On the
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other hand, it contradicts, however, measurements of the deuterium-excess (representing the
source temperature) and the δ18Oice (representing the site temperature) on the GRIP ice
core which are anticorrelated on millennial timescales [38]. This anticorrelation (Greenland
cold, source region warm) could be the result of a southward shift of the moisture source
during stadials, possibly due to extensive sea ice cover. A consistent explanation of the
observed δ18Oice-T relation with such a scenario requires large changes in the seasonality
of precipitation between stadials and interstadials.

From our results we can conclude that on millennial timescales rapid temperature changes
were most probably in phase with reorganisations of the seasonal precipitation distribution
(the lower the temperature, the less winter precipitation) resulting in a reduction of the
apparent slope of the δ18Oice-T relationship compared to the present day value. If changes of
the source temperatures can be constrained, for example by deuterium excess measurements
[38], it is possible to quantify the strength of the seasonality changes.
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CH4 and Temperature

In parallel to nitrogen isotopes, CH4 was measured on the NorthGRIP ice for the sequences
of DO 12–9 [21] and DO 17–15 (new data). As shown by others before, the correlation
between CH4 and Greenland temperature is extraordinarily strong [3, 8, 11]. Usually such
correlations were done using δ18Oice as a direct temperature proxy, which is not exactly true
as showed above. Furthermore, additional uncertainties in the timing of both records arose
from the ∆age determinations. Here a much more direct comparison is possible, since both,
temperature (δ15N) and CH4, are gas species. Therefore, we can investigate the relative
timing of CH4 and temperature evolution. The timing uncertainty corresponds to the data
resolution of about 50–100 years. We find that the CH4 and temperature rises were in phase
(within ±50 yr) at the onset of the observed DO events (Figures 5.1 and 5.3).
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[8] ice cores. The data is plotted on the GRIP2001/ss09sea [28] age scale. (Top panel): Sequence of DO
17–15, 61.5 to 55.5 kyr BP. (Bottom panel): Sequence of DO 12–9, 48.5 to 39.5 kyr BP. Note that the scales
of temperature and CH4 are chosen different for the two panels. The CH4 amplitudes are higher for DO
17–15 than for DO 12–9 [8, 21] (Figure 5.1).

The correlation between CH4 and the calibrated temperature record is higher (R2 = 0.82)
than that between CH4 and δ18Oice (R2 = 0.74) for the sequence DO 12–9. This is most
probably because δ18Oice includes apart from temperature other influences (precipitation
distribution and/or source region movements) as discussed above. For the sequence DO
17–15, however, the correlation coefficient does not change significantly when using the
calibrated temperature instead of δ18Oice (R2 = 0.72 and 0.77, respectively) which could
point to rather stable water cycle conditions. But the slope (rate of change in Table 5.1) of
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the CH4 to temperature dependency is changing substantially for the different periods. It
is higher for DO 17–15 than for the period DO 12–9 (Table 5.1). This is in agreement with
previous studies [8, 21] suggesting a possible link of the CH4 amplitudes with the summer
insolation of tropical to mid-northern latitudes.

The main preanthropogenic CH4 sources are wetlands [8, 11, 12]. These CH4 emissions are
influenced by changes in precipitation and temperature driving extent and productivity of
wetland ecosystems [58]. Today, main wetlands are located in the northern extra tropics, and
the tropical region. DO events are recorded in different tropical paleo records as well. They
indicate higher monsoon activity during the warm phase of DO events [1, 44, 56], implying
enhanced CH4 emissions. On the other hand, source distribution calculations, using the
interpolar CH4 gradient, indicate that the CH4 increases during DO events are caused by
sources mainly located north of 30◦N [7, 20]. One probable contribution originates from
rapid melting of large permafrost areas releasing large amounts of CH4, stored under the
ice, in parallel to temperature changes. Hence both, tropical and northern extra tropical
sources could contribute to the observed CH4 concentration variations, and we are not able
to constrain either of them.

A detailed comparison of CH4 with temperature for the two DO sequences 12–9 and 17–15 is
shown in Figure 5.3. Note that the scales of temperature and CH4 are chosen differently for
the two panels in Figure 5.3, since the CH4 amplitudes are higher for DO 17–15 than for DO
12–9 [8, 21]. For DO 17, 16, 12, and 11 even small submillennial temperature excursions
have a clear counterpart in the CH4 record. During the other presented DO events the
correlation is less pronounced but still substantial. Similar features can be seen as well in
the CH4 record of the Greenland ice core GISP2 [3, 7] which is matched to the NorthGRIP
(ss09sea) timescale using NorthGRIP CH4. There is only one temperature peak that has
no counterpart in CH4 (DO 15a) which most probably was missed due to an insufficient
sample resolution in both the CH4 and the δ15N record.

The presented DO events allow us for the first time to focus on the submillenial variability
of CH4 and Greenland temperature during the glacial period, since the timing uncertainty is
<100 yr over the entire record. The most obvious discrepancies between CH4 and tempera-
ture can be seen at the end of DO 10 and 15, where CH4 decreases slower than temperature.
Two possible explanations arise for this mismatch. First, other factors than temperature
controlling wetland CH4 emissions such as precipitation, water tables, vegetation changes
could have remained unchanged or have not reacted immediately to temperature changes
at the end of these DO events. Hence the wetland CH4 emissions drops slower. Second, the
Greenland temperature reconstruction is believed to be hemispheric in extent in agreement
with recent modelling results [32]. However, different decrease rates between northern and
tropical temperature which could result in a lag of ∼100 yr at the end of the decrease cannot
be excluded. In this case tropical CH4 sources behave differently from the northern ones.
The question remains why not all DO events show this performance. Therefore, DO 10 and
DO 15 should definitely be investigated further, i.e. by measuring the CH4 stable isotope
compositions, in order to constrain the origin of the CH4 sources active during MIS 3.
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5.2.1 Supplementary Information

Firn, the porous upper 50–100 m of an ice sheet, can be divided into three zones, distin-
guished by different properties of air movement. (i) The convective zone, where the air is
well mixed with the atmosphere. (ii) The diffusive column, where the isotopic and elemen-
tal composition of the air is altered by diffusion, such as gravitational settling [14, 45] and
thermal diffusion [34, 35, 51]. (iii) The non diffusive zone, where no vertical movement of
the air occurs any more. Isotopic enrichment, i.e. for δ15N, at the bottom of the firn column
due to gravitational settling, can be calculated using the barometric equation:

δ =
(

e∆mgz/RT − 1
)

× 10000/00 ∼= ∆mgz/RT × 10000/00 (5.1)

where ∆m is the mass difference between the isotope species, T is the mean firn temperature,
z is the diffusive column height (DCH), g the gravitational constant, and R the ideal gas
constant. Hence for stable climatic conditions the DCH can be obtained from nitrogen or
argon isotope ratios measured in the ice core. The second process which alters the isotopic
composition of the air in the firn diffusive column is thermal diffusion:

δ =

[(

Tt

Tb

)αT

− 1

]

× 10000/00 ∼= Ω∆T (5.2)

where ∆T is the temperature difference between the top (Tt)and the bottom (Tb) of
the diffusive column, αT is the thermal diffusion constant, and Ω the thermal diffusion
sensitivity (0/00/◦C) which both depend on the mean firn temperature. We used αT =
4.61198 · 10−3 · ln(T/113.65K) [35]. Using the value from Grachev et al. [23] would lead to
the same results. An abrupt surface temperature change, e.g. at the onset of a DO event,
causes a temperature gradient in the firn column. Hence, the isotopic composition of the
air is altered according to eq. 5.2, since gas diffusion is about 10 times faster than temper-
ature conductance in the firn. After about 200 to 300 years stable climatic conditions are
established again (no temperature gradient) hence the thermal signal disappears. To sum-
marize: The isotopic enrichment measured on air from ice cores are twofold influenced, (i)
by a gravitational settling, which depends mainly on the DCH, as well as (ii) by a thermal
signal, which depends on the temperature gradient in the DCH (see Figure 5.4). These two
effects can be separated by combined nitrogen and argon isotope measurements since both
species are constant in the atmosphere [36].

The gravitational signal of δ15N and δ40Ar/4 is the same, but the thermal diffusivities are
different. Hence, the temperature gradient in the firn is proportional to δ15Nexcess =δ15N-
δ40Ar/4 [33, 49]. Another way is to use a combined firn densification, temperature and gas
diffusion model [22, 47], to calculate the evolution of δ15N theoretically and compare it to
the measurements [34, 35]. Since the precision of our argon data is to low for the δ15Nexcess

calculation [25], we follow second approach. The model needs as an input the accumulation
and the surface temperature history. From this it calculates the firn temperature, the lock
in depth (LID), which is the depth where the vertical diffusion stops, and the gas age-ice
age difference ∆age. Hence, the model can be fitted to the data by adjusting the input
parameters. However, one has to keep in mind, that the model does not incorporate a
potential convective zone in the firn, since the current understanding of the processes causing
a convective zones is poor. In the following sections different approaches, which have been
used to deduce past temperature evolution from our δ15N data are discussed and compared
with each other.
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Figure 5.4: The different zones of the firn. The fractionation of nitrogen isotopic composition due to
gravitational settling and thermal diffusion is shown.

Approach 1

The two model input parameters which can be tuned are the surface temperature and the
accumulation rate. Accumulation rates and ice thinning (strain) are prescribed by the ice
flow model dating of the core [30]. Hence when using a certain age scale, the accumulation
rate is fixed and the only tuneable parameter is the temperature. However, age scales are
never perfect and always under construction. In this study we use the ss09sea age scale,
which is an improved GRIP age scale [28] adopted to NorthGRIP [40], and the ss06 age
scale, which is at the moment the best NorthGRIP age scale available (S. Johnsen, personal
communications 2004). Accumulation and thinning show relative differences of up to about
10% (Figure 5.5).

Using the accumulation rates given by the ss09sea age scale calculation, the surface tem-
perature, Ts, is the only dependent variable. The following equation was used to derive
the surface temperature: Ts = (δ18Oice +35.10/00 )α−1 + 241.6 K, where α is the δ18Oice to
temperature sensitivity. We ran the model for different α scenarios (α = 0.30, 0.35, 0.40,
0.45, 0.50). Since, α can change from one DO event to another it is not possible to find a
single α scenario that matches the data for the entire time period. Hence, data and model
should be fitted for short time periods of about 2000 years only. The best correlation be-
tween the model and the δ15N data for a 2000 year time window was searched, varying α by
linear interpolation between the different calculated scenarios. Thereafter the time window
was shifted by 250 years and the procedure was repeated, until the all DO events were
scanned. In order to get an error estimate for α and the convective zone depth, we tested
the sensitivity of the fitting procedure to errors of the δ15N measurements (Monte Carlo
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Figure 5.5: Comparison of the parameterisations of the accumulation rate and the ice thinning (strain)
of the NorthGRIP age scales ss09sea (grey line) and ss06 (green line). Additionally modified accumulation
rate scenario (ss09sea - 20%) and strain (ss09sea + 25%) used for the calculations in approach 3 are plotted
(blue line).

simulations). For every time window 200 fits were performed. For each fitting procedure the
δ15N data was randomly modified by a Gaussian distributed standard error of ±0.020/00.
The model matches the data within this error range.

The result of this fitting procedure can be seen in Figure 5.6. The timing as well as the
amplitudes of abrupt changes matches excellent. However, obviously the modelled δ15N
values are significantly higher (0.07–0.10/00 than the measurements. This could be the result
of a pronounced convective zone, that would reduce the diffusive column height (DCH
= LID - convective zone) and hence the gravitational enrichment according to eq. 5.1.
In order to explain an offset of 0.10/00, a convective zone of 20 m would be needed. For
present-day conditions at Greenland, convective zones are inexistent or rather small (<5 m)
[27, 46]. However, during glacial times convective zones could be significantly larger, e.g. due
to increased wind pumping, lower accumulation rates associated with lower temperatures
[13]. The Antarctic sites of Dome Fuji and Vostok have convective zones between 8–12
m. Severinghaus et al. [48] reported an Antarctic site were a deep (20 m) convective zone
exists. As a result of the lack of winter accumulation deep cracks are formed in the firn.
But, regarding the higher accumulation and temperatures in Greenland, convective zones
of 20 m or more are very unlikely, even during glacials. A disagreement between data and
model during glacials has been observed for other ice core as well. Measured δ15N values at
nearly all Antarctic sites are lower as predicted by the models. Additionally Schwander et
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al. [47] found a similar behaviour for the Greenland cores GRIP and GISP2. On the other
hand, two newer studies were able to model δ15N properly at some parts of the GISP2 and
GRIP cores [22, 33] assuming a small convective zone of 2 to 5 m.
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Figure 5.6: Top panel: δ15N measurements (red dots) and firn model calculations versus ice depth. Bottom
panel: Surface temperature evolution used as model input. The different approaches are described in the
text.

An independent verification of the model findings can be done using the ∆depth. The
∆depth is the depth difference between an event recording in the gas phase, as δ15N peak,
and in the ice phase, as δ18Oice peak. It depends on the LID at the time of bubble inclusion,
and on the thinning of the ice with depth. From the age scale model we know the thinning
function. Hence we are able to recalculate past LID. LID determined by the model, and
the LID recalculated from ∆depth measurements agree within the error of the ∆depth
calculation (Figure 5.7).

If the offset is interpreted as a convective zone, we have to correct the modelled δ15N data.
The gravitational enrichment is reduced by the offset. This leads to a perfect matching of
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model and data. However, by doing this a reduced ∆T has to be used for the for the thermal
diffusion effect. At a depth of 10–20 m surface temperature signal is smoothed, reducing the
thermal signal recorded in the nitrogen isotopes. The transfer of heat by vapour movement
with the air flow is not able to level out the firn temperature to depth of 10 m or more [13].
The result of this correction is a reduction of the modelled δ15N values, as shown in Figure
5.6. Short DO events are more affected by the smoothing process than longer ones. Though
the depth of the convective zone accounts for only about 10–20% of the porous firn column,
the temperature gradient is reduced by as much as 40%. In order to match the measured
δ15N data with the model, we would have to increase the surface temperature changes by
up to 40% accordingly. Consequently, temperature changes for short events would become
larger than for the long events. Such a scenario is very unlikely. All the more, Landais et al.
[33] found a 12◦C temperature change for DO 12 on the GRIP ice core, using the δ15Nexcess

method, which agrees nicely with value we found in the uncorrected temperature scenario.
An alternative explanation of the offset could be by an enlarged non-diffusive zone instead
of a convective zone (Figure 5.4). A non-diffusive zone can be caused by inhomogeneities in
the firn structure, due to different densities of summer and winter layers, as well as by crusts
and melt-layers. Dense layers can cause a complete sealing of the firn column at depths far
above the level where the mean firn diffusivity reaches zero values. Such layers would reduce
the DCH. The model does account for a non-diffusive zone using empirical relations between
firn density, open porosity, tortuosity and diffusivity [37, 46, 47]. Possible effects of layering
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are not incorporated in the model. However, for glacial conditions an increased layering
is very unlikely, since temperatures were much colder, accumulation rates were lower and
winter precipitation was nearly absent [57]. Such conditions lead to a more homogeneous
density structure of the firn, what contradicts the scenario of a larger non-diffusive zone.

Approach 2

From our calculations for approach 1 we found a clear anti-correlation between the offset
and a. To calculate the temperature for approach 1, we assumed a linear relation of tem-
perature and δ18Oice: T = δ18Oice α−1 + β, where β was constrained by recent values for
δ18Oice and temperature. The anti-correlation of the offset and α could be a result of this
constraint. Hence, another way to circumvent the offset could be a shift in the absolute
temperature. A 3.5◦C mean temperature increase, reduces the DCH by 10 m and δ15N
by 0.050/00, respectively. Thus, the offset can be translated into an additional temperature
shift. As a result of this offset corrected temperature scenario (Figure 5.6) the vertical offset
indeed disappears, but now we have a disagreement in the timing between model and data.
This timing problem is nicely documented in the ∆depth calculations (Figure 5.7), which
disagree completely for the 2. approach.

Hence it is not possible to find a realistic temperature scenario with our model by using
the accumulation rates of the ss09sea age scale model. The same calculation can be done
with the ss06 age scale with the same conclusion. Therefore, possibly the parameterisation
of the accumulation rates with δ18Oice is wrong for the observed time period.

Approach 3

The accumulation rate depends on temperature. In the parameterisation used in the age
scale model, the accumulation rate is calculated from Approach 2: (corrected by the chang-
ing δ18O of seawater), using an empirical relation based on measurements form various sites
in Greenland [16, 19]. This relation describes recent climatic conditions. Hence, using the
same relation for glacial conditions can only give a rough estimate of the accumulation rates
at these times. Accumulation rates could likely be different. But, they can not be varied
arbitrary, since otherwise the age scale of the ice core, which is constrained independently,
changes. One way to avoid age scale conflicts is to change both, the accumulation rate and
the ice thinning function, since the age scale depends only on the product of accumulation
and thinning. Another way is to change only the slope of the accumulation to δ18O depen-
dency, but not the total amount of accumulation over a certain time period. Increasing the
slope then corresponds to higher accumulation during warm times and lower accumulation
during cold times. Thus, it will stretch and compress the age scale in the short term, but it
will not affect it in the long term. The consequences of the latter accumulation modifications
are documented in Figure 5.8. Three different accumulation scenarios (0.5×slope, 1×slope,
2×slope) are compared. The age scale is constrained at 35 kyr BP and at 65 kyr BP. The
temperature scenario is calculated from δ18Oice using an α=0.40/00/◦C. A reduction of the
slope causes a stretching of the cold phases and a compression of the warm phases, respec-
tively. The higher the slope, the longer the warm phases and the shorter the cold phases
become. Hence, we can tune the length of the events if necessary. For example, the slight
disagreement between data and model at the end of DO 10 (Figures 5.6 and 5.8) could
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probably be solved by reducing the slope during this time interval. However, the offset in
δ15N between model and data remains nearly unchanged (about 0.10/00).
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Figure 5.8: A comparison of three different accumulation scenarios (0.5×slope, 1×slope, 2×slope) covering
DO 8 to 12. Model output is plotted as grey lines, measurements as black lines and dots. The age scale was
constrained at 35 kyr BP and at 65 kyr BP. The temperature scenario was calculated from δ18Oice using α
=0.40/00/K. It can be seen nicely, the higher the slope is, the longer the warm phases and the shorter the
cold phases become.

The disagreement of the LID for approach 2 (Figure 5.6) between the model calculation
and the ∆depth reconstruction is about 20% to 25% over the entire time period. The LID
calculated from ∆depth is directly proportional to the thinning function. Hence, we have
to reduce the ice thinning by about 25% as well to obtain a better agreement. In order
to conserve the age scale, the accumulation rate must be adjusted accordingly. Results are
shown in Figure 5.6. Accumulation is reduced by 20% compared to ss09sea (Figure 5.5).
The temperature evolution bases on the Monte Carlo calculations from approach 1, but
the absolute temperature is corrected by 4◦C towards higher values. Furthermore some fine
tuning has been done on the temperature evolution, in order to find the best fit (smallest
square root deviations) between model and data. Now the agreement is excellent for both,
the amplitudes as well as the timing of the events. Model matches the data within the
analytical error range of 0.020/00. As expected, the LID of the model and the calculations
by the Ddepth correspond within the uncertainty range of the ∆depth determination. These
calculations are done under the assumption that the convective zone was zero.
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Additional Information from Oxygen Isotopes

Parallel to δ15N and δ36Ar we determined δ18O of O2 on the NorthGRIP ice samples. From
these measurements we can calculate the atmospheric oxygen isotope composition δ18Oatm,
which can be compared with measurements from other ice cores from both hemispheres,
since O2 is well mixed in the atmosphere. δ18Oatm is usually obtained using δ15N to correct
for gravitational effects. According to eq. 5.1 the gravitational enrichment of δ18O is two
times the enrichment of δ15N (δ18Oatm = δ18O −2·δ15N). This calculation underestimates
δ18Oatm at the time of rapid temperature changes, since the ratio of thermal diffusion factors
of δ18O and δ15N is only 1.6, which is slightly lower than the effect of gravitation. However,
the error is small compared to the analytical uncertainty of our measurements of ±0.050/00,
and can be neglected. The resulting δ18Oatm record matches Vostok [31, 41, 53, 54] and
GISP2 [2] δ18Oatm data nicely (Figure 5.9) when the NorthGRIP age scale is shifted by
2000±500 yr years towards younger ages. Note that the data is plotted on different age
scales (NorthGRIP ss09sea ,Vostok GT4 [41], and GISP2 [39]) in Figure 5.9. These results
are an independent constrain of the NorthGRIP ss09sea age scale. This shift of 2000 years
has no impact on the conclusions of this paper, because it is more or less constant over the
entire MIS 3.
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Figure 5.9: Atmospheric oxygen data δ18Oatm from NorthGRIP (filled triangles) is plotted together with
δ18Oatm from the GISP2 (open circles) [2] and Vostok (open diamonds) [41, 53, 54] ice cores. The NorthGRIP
δ18O measurements were corrected for gravitational fractionation using δ15N. The different data is plotted on
their individual age scales. The different age scales are offset, but not the δ18Oatm values. After shifting the
North GRIP ss09sea age scale by 2000±500 yr, the data matches nicely within its error range of ±0.050/00.
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Appendix A

Data

A.1 North Greenland Ice Core Project (NorthGRIP)

On-line air measurements performed along the North Greenland Ice Core Project (North-
GRIP) ice core. All measurements are expressed against atmospheric air. The measurements
cover DO events 9–17. The gas age is based on the ss09sea ice timescale. It is obtained by
adjusting the parameters of a dynamic firn densification and diffusion model in order to
best fit the δ15N data. δ15N and δ18O measurements are published, the rest is unpublished
data. For details see section 5.2. The measurements are performed with the new improved
on-line system (section 3.2). The maximal data resolution is about 3 cm. The measurements
presented in this table are averages over 10–20 cm.

Bag Depth δ15N δ18O δ17O δ36Ar δO2/N2 δAr/N2 δAr/O2 Gas Age
(m) (0/00) (0/00) (0/00) (0/00) (0/00) (0/00) (0/00) (yr BP)

3792 2085.50 0.522 1.567 0.818 -1.75 -21.2 -10.1 11.1 38’256
3794 2086.60 0.525 1.556 0.824 -1.90 -11.1 1.5 12.6 38’296
3796 2087.43 0.508 1.569 0.801 -1.71 -20.0 -8.3 11.7 38’329
3796 2087.66 0.507 1.551 0.777 -1.71 -22.3 -12.8 9.5 38’339
3800 2089.79 0.432 1.440 0.742 -1.53 -14.2 -1.1 13.1 38’456
3800 2089.91 0.413 1.380 0.716 -1.53 -12.9 -2.1 10.8 38’464
3806 2092.94 0.416 1.351 0.683 -1.71 -10.6 2.0 12.7 38’659
3812 2096.34 0.446 1.444 0.789 -1.53 -4.3 9.1 13.4 38’916
3812 2096.49 0.444 1.456 0.783 -1.54 -8.8 4.6 13.5 38’927
3820 2100.60 0.436 1.342 0.720 -1.58 -8.3 3.6 11.9 39’206
3820 2100.75 0.424 1.342 0.679 -1.69 -11.3 1.1 12.5 39’222
3820 2100.89 0.405 1.318 0.679 -1.52 -27.3 -17.2 10.2 39’235
3826 2103.89 0.398 1.242 0.652 -1.53 -9.0 2.7 11.8 39’503
3826 2104.02 0.400 1.253 0.644 -1.57 -13.1 -0.4 12.8 39’514
3826 2104.15 0.408 1.273 0.641 -1.57 -8.8 3.4 12.2 39’523
3834 2108.30 0.425 1.248 0.692 -1.40 8.1 21.5 13.7 39’848
3834 2108.45 0.400 1.246 0.673 -1.34 -7.5 2.2 10.1 39’860
3834 2108.60 0.391 1.211 0.652 -1.30 -14.0 -4.5 10.1 39’872
3840 2111.60 0.377 1.362 0.778 -1.79 -52.1 -44.0 8.1 40’086
3840 2111.75 0.385 1.280 0.740 -1.84 -43.0 -34.8 8.2 40’095
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Data from the NorthGRIP ice core – continuation

Bag Depth δ15N δ18O δ17O δ36Ar δO2/N2 δAr/N2 δAr/O2 Gas Age
(m) (0/00) (0/00) (0/00) (0/00) (0/00) (0/00) (0/00) (yr BP)

3840 2111.90 0.397 1.296 0.721 -1.79 -28.5 -19.9 8.7 40’104
3842 2112.70 0.379 1.294 0.720 -1.54 -31.9 -22.5 9.8 40’148
3842 2112.85 0.394 1.277 0.703 -1.60 -29.0 -20.8 8.6 40’156
3842 2113.00 0.402 1.261 0.710 -1.55 -24.1 -15.6 9.2 40’164
3844 2113.79 0.433 1.310 0.712 -1.80 -32.5 -23.3 9.6 40’202
3844 2113.92 0.434 1.286 0.738 -1.76 -33.4 -25.7 8.3 40’208
3844 2114.05 0.431 1.292 0.730 -1.76 -27.6 -19.4 8.9 40’215
3846 2115.12 0.471 1.383 0.755 -1.96 -29.6 -20.1 9.7 40’265
3848 2116.01 0.471 1.434 0.763 -1.81 -29.1 -19.1 10.0 40’313
3848 2116.19 0.472 1.403 0.723 -1.93 -16.9 -5.4 11.6 40’322
3850 2117.14 0.443 1.349 0.727 -1.86 -24.2 -11.9 12.4 40’382
3850 2117.30 0.428 1.324 0.735 -1.85 -26.1 -14.8 11.5 40’392
3854 2119.42 0.410 1.328 0.743 -1.71 -26.0 -16.4 9.7 40’549
3854 2119.58 0.397 1.297 0.705 -1.58 -25.2 -17.7 7.6 40’562
3856 2120.54 0.359 1.155 0.610 -1.22 -20.5 -12.9 7.6 40’638
3856 2120.70 0.365 1.183 0.646 -1.19 -27.9 -20.8 7.1 40’649
3860 2122.60 0.359 1.208 0.694 -0.93 -33.7 -26.9 6.8 40’797
3860 2122.75 0.346 1.186 0.688 -0.83 -34.3 -28.9 5.4 40’810
3860 2122.90 0.344 1.175 0.664 -0.85 -33.1 -27.8 5.3 40’822
3864 2124.83 0.316 1.122 0.605 -0.93 -29.0 -23.9 5.2 40’998
3866 2126.04 0.327 1.126 0.595 -0.99 -24.2 -17.7 6.5 41’106
3868 2126.99 0.345 1.089 0.586 -1.16 -6.3 1.7 8.0 41’172
3868 2127.12 0.342 1.100 0.590 -1.19 -4.5 3.7 8.2 41’180
3868 2127.24 0.321 1.073 0.569 -1.09 -4.7 3.1 7.8 41’188
3870 2128.24 0.313 1.227 0.688 -0.83 -37.8 -29.8 7.8 41’242
3870 2128.40 0.323 1.169 0.659 -0.90 -26.1 -18.6 7.5 41’250
3876 2131.40 0.391 1.198 0.620 -1.31 -29.8 -24.8 5.0 41’375
3876 2131.54 0.389 1.175 0.621 -1.29 -28.9 -24.8 4.0 41’382
3878 2132.62 0.384 1.295 0.726 -1.29 -34.2 -27.4 6.7 41’424
3878 2132.79 0.391 1.286 0.718 -1.35 -27.5 -20.6 6.8 41’431
3884 2135.80 0.469 1.412 0.811 -1.59 -37.3 -28.3 9.1 41’546
3884 2135.95 0.443 1.385 0.785 -1.37 -37.2 -29.8 7.4 41’552
3884 2136.09 0.446 1.356 0.748 -1.58 -31.6 -23.3 8.3 41’557
3888 2138.00 0.491 1.486 0.797 -1.65 -33.3 -23.3 10.1 41’627
3888 2138.15 0.497 1.486 0.775 -1.71 -28.5 -17.9 10.7 41’634
3888 2138.30 0.492 1.491 0.776 -1.73 -22.5 -11.4 11.2 41’640
3890 2139.29 0.523 1.485 0.765 -1.78 -27.2 -15.7 11.8 41’684
3890 2139.41 0.542 1.514 0.801 -1.83 -30.7 -17.9 13.1 41’691
3892 2140.19 0.500 1.534 0.853 -1.60 -42.0 -31.4 10.7 41’737
3892 2140.32 0.489 1.485 0.819 -1.65 -31.5 -21.1 10.4 41’746
3892 2140.45 0.481 1.494 0.811 -1.62 -35.6 -25.4 10.3 41’755
3894 2141.30 0.440 1.352 0.745 -1.48 -29.6 -19.4 10.2 41’820
3894 2141.45 0.424 1.354 0.775 -1.44 -34.5 -24.3 10.2 41’833
3894 2141.60 0.430 1.363 0.714 -1.49 -31.7 -20.5 11.2 41’848
3896 2142.39 0.400 1.323 0.725 -1.38 -34.8 -25.0 9.8 41’917
3896 2142.53 0.401 1.284 0.658 -1.67 -29.8 -20.3 9.5 41’929
3896 2142.67 0.399 1.305 0.675 -1.58 -24.6 -14.4 10.3 41’941
3900 2144.62 0.363 1.200 0.665 -1.49 -31.2 -22.6 8.8 42’120
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Data from the NorthGRIP ice core – continuation

Bag Depth δ15N δ18O δ17O δ36Ar δO2/N2 δAr/N2 δAr/O2 Gas Age
(m) (0/00) (0/00) (0/00) (0/00) (0/00) (0/00) (0/00) (yr BP)

3900 2144.76 0.358 1.175 0.645 -1.42 -27.2 -20.3 7.0 42’132
3900 2144.90 0.365 1.199 0.648 -1.46 -31.1 -23.3 7.8 42’146
3903 2146.46 0.354 1.155 0.627 -1.66 -18.8 -10.2 8.5 42’292
3906 2147.90 0.365 1.189 0.665 -1.37 -10.0 1.1 11.1 42’430
3910 2150.40 0.379 1.218 0.633 -1.34 -16.5 -5.0 11.6 42’603
3916 2153.53 0.379 1.260 0.664 -1.32 -27.3 -17.8 9.6 42’799
3916 2153.69 0.414 1.312 0.684 -1.43 -22.2 -11.7 10.5 42’809
3920 2155.59 0.413 1.264 0.749 -1.37 -17.9 -6.2 11.8 42’926
3920 2155.74 0.392 1.240 0.700 -1.35 -18.1 -7.2 10.9 42’934
3920 2155.89 0.382 1.242 0.701 -1.22 -19.6 -10.0 9.6 42’942
3928 2160.05 0.421 1.297 0.690 -1.62 -18.3 -6.7 11.8 43’155
3928 2160.23 0.445 1.305 0.692 -1.81 -11.7 2.2 14.2 43’164
3932 2162.27 0.470 1.455 0.828 -1.85 -18.8 2.8 21.4 43’256
3932 2162.51 0.450 1.403 0.739 -1.73 -6.4 10.8 16.5 43’265
3940 2166.60 0.480 1.429 0.780 -1.62 -17.7 -4.3 13.6 43’408
3940 2166.75 0.485 1.419 0.751 -1.74 -14.2 -0.9 13.4 43’413
3940 2166.89 0.494 1.424 0.751 -1.84 -18.1 -5.8 12.4 43’418
3944 2168.98 0.492 1.502 0.826 -1.86 -18.0 -2.9 15.1 43’502
3944 2169.10 0.511 1.540 0.873 -1.91 -15.2 2.0 17.4 43’508
3946 2169.90 0.529 1.489 0.790 -1.78 -12.8 1.6 14.5 43’544
3946 2170.05 0.521 1.493 0.844 -1.74 -19.8 -6.0 13.9 43’550
3946 2170.20 0.518 1.480 0.858 -1.76 -22.8 -10.7 12.2 43’557
3948 2171.15 0.504 1.484 0.827 -1.73 -17.7 -3.0 14.2 43’602
3950 2172.33 0.509 1.464 0.803 -1.74 -17.8 -5.4 12.5 43’661
3951 2172.66 0.530 1.583 0.868 -2.02 -16.0 5.2 21.5 43’680
3954 2174.31 0.444 1.334 0.727 -1.64 -12.2 -0.1 12.2 43’794
3954 2174.45 0.432 1.303 0.703 -1.57 -13.2 -1.3 12.0 43’808
3958 2176.64 0.391 1.237 0.723 -1.27 -16.9 -5.6 11.3 44’032
3958 2176.83 0.384 1.244 0.672 -1.47 -11.2 0.7 11.9 44’050
3962 2178.89 0.370 1.241 0.704 -1.14 -31.2 -20.5 10.8 44’228
3962 2179.01 0.369 1.234 0.689 -1.20 -27.5 -16.7 10.9 44’238
3966 2181.08 0.321 1.113 0.567 -1.34 -22.5 -14.3 8.2 44’438
3966 2181.20 0.307 1.118 0.569 -1.29 -22.1 -13.4 8.7 44’451
3970 2183.17 0.356 1.215 0.693 -1.17 -27.4 -16.5 11.0 44’629
3970 2183.29 0.354 1.228 0.681 -1.17 -27.8 -17.0 10.9 44’639
3970 2183.41 0.340 1.210 0.672 -1.18 -30.5 -19.9 10.7 44’649
3972 2184.27 0.326 1.088 0.550 -1.19 -21.1 -12.6 8.5 44’717
3973 2184.93 0.328 1.145 0.632 -1.10 -16.7 -7.3 9.4 44’762
3973 2185.05 0.309 1.086 0.592 -0.99 -21.9 -13.2 8.7 44’770
3976 2186.53 0.399 1.245 0.601 -1.50 -19.8 -5.7 14.1 44’858
3978 2187.48 0.387 1.276 0.703 -1.23 -30.0 -18.0 11.9 44’915
3982 2189.69 0.290 1.122 0.688 -0.86 -37.7 -32.3 5.3 45’067
3982 2189.82 0.310 1.105 0.667 -0.95 -20.9 -14.3 6.5 45’076
3982 2189.95 0.331 1.124 0.647 -1.08 -10.9 -1.7 9.2 45’084
3990 2194.12 0.334 1.119 0.546 -1.19 -21.0 -13.7 7.4 45’357
3994 2196.32 0.324 1.176 0.665 -0.83 -34.7 -28.1 6.6 45’493
4000 2199.80 0.340 1.161 0.592 -1.32 -14.5 -6.5 8.2 45’711
4004 2201.80 0.308 1.233 0.778 -0.71 -47.1 -43.1 4.2 45’837
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Data from the NorthGRIP ice core – continuation

Bag Depth δ15N δ18O δ17O δ36Ar δO2/N2 δAr/N2 δAr/O2 Gas Age
(m) (0/00) (0/00) (0/00) (0/00) (0/00) (0/00) (0/00) (yr BP)

4004 2201.95 0.314 1.179 0.716 -0.96 -40.5 -36.9 4.1 45’846
4004 2202.10 0.298 1.104 0.624 -1.14 -34.4 -29.6 5.6 45’854
4008 2204.18 0.382 1.224 0.626 -1.25 -13.6 -4.3 9.3 45’964
4008 2204.31 0.391 1.255 0.658 -1.27 -19.8 -11.0 8.8 45’971
4014 2207.44 0.350 1.205 0.706 -1.15 -34.0 -28.1 6.2 46’138
4014 2207.59 0.341 1.189 0.685 -1.18 -26.3 -19.4 7.3 46’146
4024 2212.80 0.354 1.205 0.638 -1.38 -22.2 -14.3 7.9 46’428
4024 2212.95 0.357 1.216 0.690 -1.28 -25.1 -17.5 7.6 46’437
4024 2213.10 0.364 1.220 0.676 -1.32 -25.1 -17.7 7.5 46’444
4038 2220.50 0.385 1.311 0.743 -1.20 -38.0 -32.8 5.2 46’784
4038 2220.65 0.374 1.254 0.682 -1.33 -26.5 -19.7 6.8 46’791
4038 2220.80 0.396 1.255 0.643 -1.43 -17.9 -11.8 6.0 46’797
4050 2227.09 0.405 1.384 0.801 -1.30 -33.5 -24.7 9.0 47’069
4050 2227.23 0.433 1.415 0.794 -1.60 -23.1 -13.6 9.5 47’074
4056 2230.56 0.454 1.477 0.806 -1.60 -33.3 -22.7 10.8 47’184
4056 2230.70 0.470 1.490 0.800 -1.54 -29.9 -19.7 10.3 47’189
4058 2231.50 0.466 1.524 0.825 -1.55 -29.6 -17.4 12.3 47’215
4058 2231.65 0.480 1.524 0.832 -1.48 -31.4 -20.4 11.2 47’219
4058 2231.80 0.487 1.538 0.826 -1.59 -23.1 -10.1 13.1 47’224
4060 2232.60 0.506 1.573 0.840 -1.65 -31.5 -20.0 11.7 47’249
4060 2232.75 0.496 1.551 0.805 -1.70 -26.3 -13.6 12.8 47’254
4060 2232.89 0.505 1.572 0.834 -1.66 -27.9 -15.5 12.4 47’260
4062 2233.70 0.497 1.553 0.818 -1.62 -29.2 -18.2 11.1 47’288
4062 2233.85 0.533 1.608 0.858 -1.73 -28.7 -16.7 12.1 47’294
4062 2234.00 0.525 1.562 0.801 -1.85 -11.8 2.2 14.0 47’300
4064 2234.92 0.514 1.552 0.825 -1.76 -28.0 -16.5 11.6 47’343
4064 2235.05 0.521 1.555 0.810 -1.77 -24.0 -14.2 9.8 47’349
4067 2236.61 0.402 1.434 0.758 -1.38 -28.3 -16.6 11.9 47’440
4068 2237.08 0.338 1.272 0.712 -1.18 -38.3 -31.6 6.8 47’472
4070 2238.16 0.360 1.265 0.668 -1.22 -15.3 -7.5 7.8 47’556
4072 2239.19 0.378 1.351 0.727 -1.37 -30.4 -19.7 10.8 47’640
4072 2239.31 0.367 1.347 0.748 -1.31 -27.1 -17.4 9.6 47’651
4074 2240.29 0.411 1.409 0.765 -1.41 -27.3 -15.5 12.1 47’734
4074 2240.42 0.389 1.373 0.784 -1.23 -29.4 -19.8 9.9 47’745
4076 2241.43 0.411 1.396 0.768 -1.49 -26.7 -14.1 12.8 47’828
4076 2241.56 0.428 1.402 0.758 -1.70 -23.2 -10.1 13.3 47’838
4076 2241.69 0.416 1.372 0.740 -1.62 -24.7 -13.3 11.6 47’849
4078 2242.53 0.398 1.354 0.727 -1.39 -24.9 -15.5 9.5 47’915
4078 2242.66 0.404 1.356 0.718 -1.47 -24.6 -14.5 10.2 47’925
4078 2242.79 0.411 1.375 0.732 -1.44 -29.4 -18.8 10.8 47’936
4084 2245.99 0.357 1.263 0.755 -1.31 -35.6 -27.8 7.9 48’189
4084 2246.11 0.359 1.284 0.755 -1.20 -38.8 -31.8 7.0 48’199
4086 2247.03 0.352 1.261 0.718 -1.29 -14.6 -4.7 9.9 48’285
4088 2248.13 0.379 1.233 0.653 -1.47 -15.8 -6.6 9.2 48’388
4091 2249.70 0.371 1.187 0.674 -1.40 -18.4 -7.9 10.5 48’524
4091 2249.85 0.381 1.229 0.701 -1.43 -19.5 -7.9 11.6 48’536
4093 2250.80 0.342 1.133 0.620 -1.19 -25.5 -17.6 7.9 48’618
4093 2250.95 0.359 1.134 0.634 -1.22 -28.8 -22.7 6.1 48’630
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Data from the NorthGRIP ice core – continuation

Bag Depth δ15N δ18O δ17O δ36Ar δO2/N2 δAr/N2 δAr/O2 Gas Age
(m) (0/00) (0/00) (0/00) (0/00) (0/00) (0/00) (0/00) (yr BP)

4095 2251.90 0.350 1.095 0.586 -1.35 -1.5 10.2 11.7 48’718
4095 2252.05 0.358 1.115 0.596 -1.34 -18.4 -8.9 9.4 48’732
4099 2254.10 0.345 1.133 0.644 -1.10 -30.7 -22.2 8.5 48’919
4099 2254.24 0.339 1.094 0.622 -1.10 -30.0 -23.2 6.8 48’931
4103 2256.29 0.352 1.040 0.538 -1.48 -31.1 -24.5 6.5 49’051
4103 2256.41 0.354 1.101 0.613 -1.39 -22.1 -14.0 8.0 49’058
4105 2257.39 0.342 1.074 0.583 -1.23 -20.7 -14.2 6.5 49’117
4107 2258.50 0.345 1.078 0.578 -1.39 -25.3 -16.6 8.6 49’193
4107 2258.65 0.350 1.049 0.573 -1.39 -25.4 -18.3 7.0 49’203
4115 2262.90 0.398 1.158 0.649 -1.50 -28.3 -18.9 9.4 49’434
4115 2263.06 0.400 1.146 0.619 -1.63 -19.3 -8.8 10.5 49’441
4117 2264.00 0.409 1.167 0.626 -1.51 -21.1 -12.2 8.9 49’488
4117 2264.14 0.419 1.200 0.674 -1.53 -27.1 -17.1 10.0 49’495
4119 2265.19 0.398 1.167 0.638 -1.43 -28.9 -20.2 8.6 49’551
4121 2266.26 0.403 1.166 0.640 -1.55 -37.6 -30.4 7.1 49’613
4121 2266.43 0.393 1.131 0.610 -1.60 -22.7 -14.5 8.1 49’623
4123 2267.30 0.394 1.171 0.645 -1.47 -32.4 -23.7 8.7 49’673
4123 2267.44 0.397 1.136 0.590 -1.61 -18.8 -8.4 10.3 49’682
4125 2268.40 0.444 1.273 0.731 -1.45 -30.0 -20.1 9.9 49’735
4125 2268.55 0.438 1.241 0.664 -1.55 -25.7 -15.9 9.9 49’744
4129 2270.60 0.347 1.078 0.594 -1.23 -21.8 -11.5 10.3 49’891
4129 2270.74 0.356 1.066 0.595 -1.34 -18.4 -9.7 8.6 49’903
4131 2271.70 0.309 1.002 0.565 -1.24 -45.6 -41.5 4.2 49’982
4131 2271.86 0.319 1.041 0.590 -1.09 -37.9 -32.4 5.6 49’994
4133 2272.80 0.346 1.104 0.674 -1.00 -27.9 -19.6 8.3 50’066
4133 2272.94 0.339 1.085 0.662 -1.19 -24.8 -14.7 10.1 50’076
4141 2277.21 0.374 1.108 0.608 -1.39 -22.5 -10.6 11.9 50’358
4141 2277.35 0.371 1.086 0.577 -1.35 -19.7 -9.6 10.1 50’366
4147 2280.50 0.348 0.952 0.544 -1.43 -24.5 -15.3 9.1 50’573
4147 2280.65 0.349 1.013 0.573 -1.41 -17.7 -7.8 9.9 50’582
4153 2283.91 0.379 1.079 0.632 -1.27 -30.7 -21.6 9.0 50’805
4161 2288.20 0.367 1.040 0.561 -1.44 -27.7 -18.2 9.5 51’088
4161 2288.35 0.359 1.016 0.542 -1.34 -26.0 -18.9 7.0 51’098
4167 2291.50 0.391 1.095 0.628 -1.36 -31.4 -21.0 10.4 51’303
4167 2291.66 0.390 1.092 0.646 -1.34 -29.5 -20.0 9.5 51’312
4175 2295.90 0.352 1.022 0.579 -1.34 -28.5 -17.9 10.6 51’594
4175 2296.04 0.354 1.033 0.593 -1.33 -29.8 -19.7 10.1 51’604
4181 2299.20 0.322 0.968 0.551 -1.16 -40.6 -34.9 5.8 51’805
4181 2299.35 0.322 0.964 0.538 -1.14 -33.5 -27.3 6.2 51’815
4185 2301.40 0.342 0.965 0.537 -1.31 -23.8 -15.4 8.3 51’955
4185 2301.55 0.345 0.983 0.560 -1.22 -24.5 -16.7 7.7 51’965
4187 2302.50 0.338 0.969 0.524 -1.31 -23.7 -14.3 9.4 52’027
4187 2302.64 0.358 0.999 0.558 -1.17 -31.3 -23.9 7.4 52’037
4189 2303.59 0.336 0.984 0.551 -1.18 -41.6 -35.9 5.6 52’101
4189 2303.75 0.336 0.974 0.556 -1.16 -32.9 -26.1 6.8 52’112
4191 2304.70 0.344 0.965 0.586 -1.12 -36.3 -29.1 7.3 52’178
4191 2304.86 0.325 0.976 0.561 -1.26 -27.3 -18.0 9.3 52’188
4193 2305.80 0.340 0.994 0.559 -1.01 -40.6 -34.3 6.3 52’250
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Data from the NorthGRIP ice core – continuation

Bag Depth δ15N δ18O δ17O δ36Ar δO2/N2 δAr/N2 δAr/O2 Gas Age
(m) (0/00) (0/00) (0/00) (0/00) (0/00) (0/00) (0/00) (yr BP)

4193 2305.95 0.337 0.992 0.559 -1.05 -33.4 -26.5 6.8 52’260
4195 2306.98 0.329 0.938 0.512 -1.31 -30.9 -22.5 8.4 52’323
4195 2307.14 0.330 0.981 0.533 -1.22 -33.8 -26.3 7.5 52’333
4197 2308.00 0.385 1.031 0.577 -1.22 -21.4 -13.1 8.2 52’384
4197 2308.14 0.368 0.999 0.535 -1.33 -21.0 -11.9 9.0 52’393
4203 2311.30 0.382 1.046 0.559 -1.36 -22.3 -13.3 9.0 52’581
4203 2311.44 0.381 1.027 0.554 -1.38 -20.1 -11.4 8.6 52’589
4213 2316.95 0.364 0.991 0.553 -1.22 -28.1 -20.0 8.1 52’892
4221 2321.21 0.385 1.034 0.605 -1.32 -27.0 -19.3 7.5 53’124
4221 2321.35 0.393 1.071 0.611 -1.24 -33.0 -25.3 7.7 53’132
4235 2328.89 0.376 1.058 0.599 -1.40 -25.3 -15.3 10.0 53’558
4235 2329.03 0.366 1.019 0.548 -1.28 -22.2 -13.5 8.7 53’565
4241 2332.20 0.394 1.084 0.637 -1.35 -29.6 -20.3 9.3 53’737
4241 2332.34 0.390 1.060 0.575 -1.42 -24.0 -14.7 9.3 53’744
4249 2336.60 0.420 1.138 0.636 -1.39 -25.1 -16.3 8.7 53’989
4249 2336.74 0.401 1.116 0.619 -1.29 -26.1 -18.2 7.8 53’996
4255 2339.89 0.393 1.105 0.598 -1.55 -12.3 -0.1 12.2 54’161
4255 2340.03 0.402 1.105 0.626 -1.46 -22.4 -13.9 8.5 54’169
4259 2342.01 0.405 1.113 0.576 -1.47 -29.4 -20.8 8.6 54’285
4259 2342.16 0.420 1.116 0.566 -1.65 -24.6 -15.7 8.8 54’293
4263 2344.30 0.393 1.100 0.582 -1.45 -35.3 -28.7 6.6 54’399
4263 2344.44 0.406 1.109 0.606 -1.47 -30.3 -22.9 7.4 54’406
4267 2346.50 0.425 1.198 0.690 -1.30 -28.9 -21.0 7.9 54’518
4267 2346.64 0.406 1.165 0.683 -1.36 -27.5 -19.1 8.4 54’527
4269 2347.60 0.432 1.189 0.630 -1.47 -12.7 -2.6 10.1 54’581
4269 2347.75 0.436 1.179 0.632 -1.56 -11.4 -0.4 11.0 54’590
4273 2349.80 0.441 1.201 0.620 -1.67 -25.1 -15.5 9.6 54’693
4273 2349.95 0.439 1.178 0.586 -1.68 -9.8 0.0 9.9 54’700
4289 2358.53 0.398 1.152 0.658 -1.23 -26.6 -18.2 8.5 55’189
4292 2360.28 0.389 1.088 0.592 -1.36 -16.2 -7.4 8.8 55’356
4294 2361.33 0.417 1.128 0.609 -1.39 -31.4 -23.1 8.3 55’442
4296 2362.52 0.387 1.139 0.682 -1.18 -30.6 -22.4 8.3 55’534
4296 2362.65 0.399 1.133 0.662 -1.20 -30.1 -22.3 7.8 55’545
4298 2363.55 0.397 1.094 0.623 -1.23 -27.5 -19.4 8.2 55’610
4298 2363.69 0.400 1.111 0.627 -1.25 -25.4 -16.4 9.1 55’620
4301 2365.16 0.398 1.088 0.592 -1.45 -28.2 -20.0 8.2 55’718
4304 2366.93 0.389 1.044 0.571 -1.26 -20.0 -12.5 7.5 55’852
4306 2367.94 0.359 1.030 0.575 -1.22 -23.5 -14.9 8.6 55’954
4306 2368.12 0.368 0.989 0.542 -1.33 -20.4 -11.7 8.7 55’975
4308 2369.17 0.336 0.934 0.490 -1.34 -23.1 -15.2 7.9 56’078
4310 2370.38 0.342 0.992 0.561 -1.17 -22.5 -14.1 8.4 56’172
4312 2371.37 0.402 1.105 0.624 -1.35 -20.5 -10.1 10.5 56’233
4314 2372.38 0.426 1.083 0.543 -1.59 -21.3 -12.7 8.5 56’287
4316 2373.51 0.459 1.208 0.683 -1.55 -26.3 -15.6 10.8 56’344
4316 2373.63 0.477 1.223 0.704 -1.60 -22.8 -12.2 10.6 56’350
4318 2374.55 0.466 1.247 0.714 -1.48 -34.3 -23.5 10.9 56’397
4318 2374.70 0.467 1.283 0.751 -1.45 -36.8 -25.3 11.7 56’406
4320 2375.65 0.478 1.261 0.724 -1.38 -28.7 -18.6 10.1 56’456
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Data from the NorthGRIP ice core – continuation

Bag Depth δ15N δ18O δ17O δ36Ar δO2/N2 δAr/N2 δAr/O2 Gas Age
(m) (0/00) (0/00) (0/00) (0/00) (0/00) (0/00) (0/00) (yr BP)

4320 2375.79 0.485 1.257 0.690 -1.44 -26.6 -16.6 10.0 56’463
4322 2376.81 0.504 1.275 0.656 -1.71 -21.9 -10.3 11.7 56’518
4326 2378.95 0.428 1.167 0.747 -0.92 -42.0 -31.8 10.3 56’672
4326 2379.10 0.436 1.162 0.736 -0.79 -44.5 -35.6 8.9 56’687
4328 2380.16 0.375 1.067 0.628 -1.10 -37.7 -29.3 8.4 56’791
4330 2381.19 0.383 1.079 0.650 -0.99 -36.6 -26.7 10.0 56’893
4334 2383.35 0.342 1.002 0.517 -1.44 -15.0 -2.1 13.0 57’102
4334 2383.49 0.352 1.030 0.550 -1.30 -24.3 -12.9 11.5 57’117
4336 2384.43 0.363 0.991 0.542 -1.30 -10.4 0.6 11.1 57’199
4338 2385.55 0.348 0.992 0.537 -1.00 -22.3 -13.9 8.3 57’289
4338 2385.69 0.372 1.049 0.607 -0.97 -28.5 -20.3 8.3 57’300
4340 2386.65 0.363 1.049 0.610 -1.00 -35.9 -26.9 9.0 57’369
4340 2386.79 0.372 1.040 0.590 -1.11 -33.2 -24.2 9.1 57’379
4342 2387.72 0.409 1.113 0.623 -1.32 -28.8 -18.3 10.5 57’442
4342 2387.88 0.410 1.112 0.649 -1.22 -28.2 -19.2 9.0 57’452
4344 2388.85 0.403 1.109 0.589 -1.43 -25.8 -15.0 10.9 57’515
4344 2388.99 0.391 1.101 0.603 -1.29 -26.5 -16.0 10.6 57’525
4348 2391.27 0.391 1.132 0.659 -1.11 -33.2 -23.7 9.6 57’686
4351 2392.68 0.400 1.141 0.654 -1.21 -31.5 -21.7 9.8 57’795
4354 2394.34 0.392 1.116 0.614 -1.21 -26.1 -16.6 9.5 57’920
4354 2394.48 0.401 1.149 0.649 -1.22 -25.6 -15.5 10.3 57’930
4356 2395.45 0.405 1.154 0.658 -1.17 -28.0 -20.0 8.1 57’994
4356 2395.59 0.398 1.174 0.664 -1.16 -24.6 -16.3 8.5 58’004
4360 2397.65 0.384 1.132 0.633 -1.29 -25.6 -15.8 9.8 58’139
4360 2397.79 0.387 1.114 0.583 -1.51 -16.8 -7.1 9.8 58’148
4362 2398.75 0.403 1.169 0.628 -1.61 -24.0 -11.8 12.4 58’208
4362 2398.90 0.390 1.194 0.633 -1.58 -22.9 -9.9 13.2 58’217
4364 2399.85 0.410 1.213 0.723 -1.22 -34.3 -24.9 9.4 58’277
4364 2399.99 0.413 1.216 0.719 -1.29 -29.4 -19.6 9.8 58’286
4366 2400.96 0.391 1.158 0.597 -1.53 -13.1 -1.7 11.4 58’338
4366 2401.12 0.388 1.144 0.546 -1.65 -14.9 -5.0 9.9 58’346
4368 2402.07 0.404 1.220 0.659 -1.48 -26.2 -16.5 9.7 58’390
4370 2403.16 0.438 1.281 0.707 -1.36 -33.8 -25.5 8.3 58’446
4370 2403.30 0.431 1.269 0.688 -1.26 -34.3 -26.4 7.8 58’455
4372 2404.25 0.416 1.274 0.703 -1.37 -23.5 -12.0 11.6 58’511
4372 2404.39 0.416 1.275 0.704 -1.58 -19.2 -6.3 13.0 58’519
4374 2405.35 0.446 1.329 0.766 -1.33 -27.7 -17.8 10.0 58’575
4374 2405.49 0.447 1.326 0.741 -1.34 -22.8 -12.6 10.3 58’584
4376 2406.47 0.483 1.385 0.773 -1.41 -33.3 -23.6 9.9 58’637
4378 2407.55 0.473 1.441 0.856 -1.13 -38.1 -29.9 8.3 58’694
4378 2407.69 0.475 1.422 0.872 -1.07 -33.7 -25.0 8.8 58’701
4380 2408.65 0.452 1.366 0.747 -1.52 -31.9 -21.4 10.6 58’752
4380 2408.79 0.464 1.356 0.715 -1.57 -35.0 -26.4 8.6 58’761
4382 2409.75 0.472 1.403 0.760 -1.53 -32.7 -23.3 9.4 58’826
4382 2409.90 0.471 1.410 0.758 -1.50 -26.8 -17.4 9.5 58’837
4384 2410.85 0.425 1.338 0.750 -1.22 -34.3 -25.8 8.6 58’906
4384 2410.99 0.424 1.318 0.735 -1.35 -33.8 -25.7 8.1 58’916
4386 2411.87 0.407 1.293 0.694 -1.41 -29.5 -20.4 9.2 58’971
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Data from the NorthGRIP ice core – continuation

Bag Depth δ15N δ18O δ17O δ36Ar δO2/N2 δAr/N2 δAr/O2 Gas Age
(m) (0/00) (0/00) (0/00) (0/00) (0/00) (0/00) (0/00) (yr BP)

4388 2413.05 0.497 1.458 0.814 -1.50 -25.8 -16.2 9.7 59’048
4388 2413.19 0.486 1.444 0.799 -1.40 -26.4 -18.3 8.2 59’058
4390 2414.15 0.381 1.287 0.674 -1.46 -18.6 -6.8 11.8 59’137
4390 2414.29 0.406 1.361 0.701 -1.37 -27.6 -15.8 11.9 59’150
4392 2415.22 0.374 1.302 0.721 -1.20 -24.7 -14.5 10.3 59’239
4392 2415.38 0.372 1.312 0.752 -1.15 -29.2 -19.8 9.4 59’255
4394 2416.35 0.366 1.318 0.797 -0.96 -38.6 -30.6 8.0 59’349
4394 2416.50 0.378 1.334 0.785 -1.01 -34.0 -26.2 7.8 59’363
4396 2417.45 0.421 1.397 0.778 -1.41 -43.7 -34.0 9.8 59’430
4396 2417.60 0.423 1.371 0.745 -1.38 -41.4 -33.5 7.9 59’438
4398 2418.55 0.455 1.465 0.803 -1.26 -33.5 -25.3 8.3 59’483
4398 2418.70 0.454 1.477 0.803 -1.24 -30.7 -22.2 8.6 59’489
4400 2419.65 0.455 1.486 0.803 -1.35 -32.7 -23.8 8.9 59’527
4400 2419.79 0.448 1.442 0.770 -1.45 -27.7 -19.3 8.5 59’533
4401 2420.23 0.498 1.556 0.867 -1.47 -29.0 -18.5 10.6 59’553
4404 2421.85 0.434 1.476 0.826 -1.26 -36.4 -27.5 9.0 59’641
4404 2422.00 0.439 1.500 0.832 -1.31 -32.2 -22.6 9.7 59’650
4406 2422.95 0.502 1.605 0.900 -1.52 -36.7 -27.0 9.8 59’702
4406 2423.09 0.514 1.597 0.876 -1.57 -43.3 -34.3 9.0 59’709
4408 2424.05 0.505 1.628 0.895 -1.58 -24.8 -14.8 10.1 59’756
4408 2424.20 0.509 1.610 0.873 -1.66 -24.1 -14.0 10.2 59’763
4410 2425.15 0.493 1.612 0.880 -1.52 -25.7 -16.1 9.7 59’812
4410 2425.29 0.509 1.603 0.877 -1.51 -24.3 -15.0 9.4 59’820
4412 2426.25 0.403 1.467 0.803 -1.30 -21.8 -12.6 9.2 59’877
4412 2426.40 0.405 1.466 0.776 -1.52 -10.4 0.4 10.8 59’887
4414 2427.35 0.446 1.528 0.844 -1.48 -22.4 -11.8 10.7 59’945
4414 2427.49 0.436 1.535 0.865 -1.31 -27.6 -16.9 10.8 59’954
4416 2428.45 0.408 1.476 0.780 -1.41 -30.5 -22.3 8.2 60’007
4416 2428.60 0.410 1.455 0.744 -1.54 -21.5 -14.0 7.5 60’014
4418 2429.53 0.450 1.589 0.863 -1.53 -31.6 -21.2 10.6 60’059
4418 2429.71 0.459 1.621 0.902 -1.43 -28.0 -18.2 9.9 60’068
4420 2430.64 0.571 1.761 0.970 -1.71 -35.7 -24.0 11.8 60’112
4420 2430.76 0.575 1.770 0.951 -1.71 -32.8 -22.6 10.3 60’120
4422 2431.75 0.534 1.700 0.908 -1.79 -17.9 -6.6 11.3 60’179
4422 2431.90 0.519 1.663 0.882 -1.87 -12.6 -1.5 11.1 60’189
4424 2432.85 0.436 1.550 0.824 -1.53 -21.0 -12.2 8.9 60’263
4424 2432.99 0.452 1.571 0.801 -1.69 -16.5 -7.0 9.6 60’275
4426 2433.94 0.435 1.562 0.828 -1.43 -25.5 -16.1 9.5 60’359
4426 2434.07 0.428 1.573 0.822 -1.32 -28.4 -20.4 8.0 60’370
4428 2435.08 0.431 1.576 0.883 -1.17 -31.4 -21.1 10.4 60’462
4428 2435.20 0.441 1.605 0.897 -1.23 -23.3 -13.8 9.5 60’474
4431 2436.69 0.426 1.620 0.926 -1.26 -39.7 -30.1 9.9 60’616
4431 2436.81 0.418 1.576 0.872 -1.33 -33.4 -24.4 9.4 60’628
4434 2438.25 0.443 1.630 0.927 -1.32 -30.0 -19.3 10.8 60’767
4434 2438.39 0.425 1.598 0.881 -1.32 -23.7 -12.8 10.9 60’782
4438 2440.55 0.454 1.582 0.811 -1.59 -20.6 -10.4 10.2 60’983
4438 2440.69 0.455 1.591 0.840 -1.51 -23.3 -14.8 8.6 60’996
4444 2443.73 0.450 1.587 0.837 -1.55 -24.8 -14.0 10.7 61’286

Continuation on next page



A.1. NORTH GREENLAND ICE CORE PROJECT (NORTHGRIP) 123

Data from the NorthGRIP ice core – continuation

Bag Depth δ15N δ18O δ17O δ36Ar δO2/N2 δAr/N2 δAr/O2 Gas Age
(m) (0/00) (0/00) (0/00) (0/00) (0/00) (0/00) (0/00) (yr BP)

4444 2443.85 0.442 1.588 0.849 -1.49 -20.9 -10.2 10.7 61’298
4450 2447.15 0.451 1.592 0.880 -1.42 -31.0 -22.1 9.0 61’635
4450 2447.30 0.435 1.562 0.872 -1.40 -22.1 -13.9 8.2 61’651
4454 2449.35 0.436 1.584 0.860 -1.45 -14.5 -5.0 9.5 61’870
4454 2449.49 0.429 1.541 0.842 -1.40 -17.9 -9.8 8.1 61’886
4456 2450.34 0.418 1.547 0.855 -1.36 -20.9 -12.1 8.8 61’973
4456 2450.46 0.431 1.543 0.854 -1.31 -17.7 -9.6 8.1 61’986
4460 2452.68 0.411 1.504 0.765 -1.52 -25.7 -19.2 6.6 62’205
4464 2454.96 0.419 1.531 0.846 -1.40 -23.8 -15.2 8.7 62’440
4468 2457.21 0.416 1.506 0.842 -1.42 -24.3 -16.3 8.1 62’676
4472 2459.25 0.407 1.512 0.820 -1.32 -23.4 -15.8 7.6 62’912
4472 2459.40 0.399 1.472 0.781 -1.44 -22.5 -14.8 7.7 62’930
4474 2460.35 0.437 1.541 0.832 -1.35 -28.0 -19.9 8.1 63’066
4474 2460.49 0.427 1.527 0.812 -1.39 -17.2 -8.9 8.4 63’089
4478 2462.55 0.436 1.516 0.801 -1.51 -16.0 -6.9 9.1 63’408
4478 2462.69 0.431 1.510 0.843 -1.41 -22.2 -14.0 8.2 63’428
4480 2463.83 0.410 1.498 0.815 -1.36 -25.4 -18.3 7.3 63’559
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A.2 NorthGRIP Firn Ice Core (NGRIP2001S-4)

Triplicate measurement (A–C) of the bag 175 and bag 177 of the NorthGrip firn ice core
(NGRIP2001S-4). All measurements are expressed against atmospheric air. The data is pub-
lished. For details see section 3.2. The measurements are performed with the new improved
on-line system (section 3.2). The maximal data resolution is about 3 cm. The measurements
presented in this table are averages over 15 cm.

Bag Depth δ15N δ18O δ17O δ36Ar δO2/N2 δAr/N2 δAr/O2

(m) (0/00) (0/00) (0/00) (0/00) (0/00) (0/00) (0/00)
175 A 95.80 0.314 0.679 0.334 -1.15 -21.0 -12.5 8.4
175 A 95.95 0.303 0.638 0.295 -1.12 -15.9 -9.6 6.3
175 A 96.10 0.303 0.640 0.288 -1.19 -6.1 0.2 6.2
175 A 96.20 0.318 0.687 0.327 -1.01 -17.9 -9.4 8.4

175 B 95.80 0.327 0.739 0.434 -0.96 -20.0 -12.1 7.9
175 B 95.95 0.315 0.688 0.375 -0.97 -15.7 -9.7 6.0
175 B 96.10 0.318 0.692 0.393 -1.02 -14.9 -9.2 5.5
175 B 96.20 0.320 0.752 0.428 -0.93 -22.4 -13.9 8.5

175 C 95.80 0.303 0.659 0.362 -0.87 -23.8 -17.6 6.2
175 C 95.95 0.300 0.654 0.343 -0.84 -21.9 -16.4 5.4
175 C 96.10 0.311 0.684 0.371 -0.90 -22.4 -16.9 5.3
175 C 96.20 0.306 0.725 0.411 -0.87 -30.1 -22.0 8.0

177 A 96.90 0.290 0.622 0.302 -0.95 -18.0 -12.1 5.8
177 A 97.05 0.305 0.653 0.323 -0.95 -14.9 -9.6 5.2
177 A 97.20 0.301 0.652 0.346 -0.93 -19.6 -14.0 5.5
177 A 97.30 0.296 0.629 0.300 -1.00 -19.3 -14.5 4.8

177 B 96.90 0.290 0.660 0.363 -0.94 -22.8 -17.5 5.2
177 B 97.05 0.295 0.649 0.355 -0.88 -21.9 -17.8 3.9
177 B 97.20 0.295 0.684 0.424 -0.89 -27.8 -22.4 5.2
177 B 97.30 0.298 0.681 0.383 -0.88 -23.7 -18.6 5.0

177 C 96.90 0.299 0.636 0.325 -0.97 -22.4 -16.3 5.9
177 C 97.05 0.313 0.636 0.312 -1.03 -21.3 -16.3 4.9
177 C 97.20 0.300 0.652 0.328 -1.06 -20.9 -14.7 6.0
177 C 97.30 0.308 0.644 0.337 -1.04 -21.0 -15.7 5.2
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A.3 Greenland Ice Core Project (GRIP)

On-line air measurements performed on the Greenland Ice Core Project (GRIP) ice core.
All measurements are expressed against atmospheric air. Bag 2361–2509 cover the 8’200
year event (Figure 3.7), whereas bag 4646–4664 cover DO-event 19 (Figure 3.6). The data
is published. For details see section 3.2. Note that measurements of bag 242–2080 are not
performed with the latest version of the on-line system (section 3.1). Hence, these mea-
surements can be slightly offset due to a different dissolution fractionation of standard and
sample. The rest of the measurements are performed with the improved on-line system (sec-
tion 3.2). The maximal data resolution is about 3 cm. In this table only the measurements
averages are listed.

Bag Depth (m) δ15N δ18O δ17O δ36Ar δO2/N2 δAr/N2 δAr/O2

Top – Bottom (0/00) (0/00) (0/00) (0/00) (0/00) (0/00) (0/00)
242 132.63 – 133.03 0.275 0.649 0.342 -0.81 -19.3 -11.4 6.8
282 154.63 – 155.03 0.306 0.545 0.351 -0.86 -28.4 -22.4 6.2
1357 745.94 – 746.22 0.272 0.441 0.283 -1.31 -12.8 -12.7 1.3
1847 1015.32 – 1015.53 0.314 0.413 0.205 -0.84 -3.1 -2.4 0.5
2080 1143.67 – 1143.98 0.328 0.440 0.249 -1.25 -15.1 4.7 20.9

2361 1298.03 – 1298.52 0.306 0.421 0.190 -1.26 -9.4 0.9 10.4
2379 1307.92 – 1308.43 0.281 0.428 0.235 -0.96 -13.5 -2.4 11.6
2429 1335.51 – 1335.88 0.303 0.493 0.288 -0.89 -10.0 -3.8 6.2
2465 1355.31 – 1355.67 0.228 0.284 0.166 -0.58 -5.2 -6.0 -0.9
2473 1359.72 – 1360.03 0.340 0.434 0.201 -1.16 -6.0 -0.6 5.1
2485 1366.33 – 1366.59 0.304 0.521 0.253 -1.24 -7.3 4.5 11.8
2509 1379.47 – 1379.80 0.290 0.466 0.203 -1.00 -1.9 1.2 3.1

4646 2554.89 – 2555.20 0.446 1.592 0.857 -1.76 -16.6 0.8 17.5
4652 2558.11 – 2558.58 0.449 1.650 0.938 -1.71 -28.0 -8.9 19.5
4655 2559.80 – 2560.03 0.486 1.700 0.923 -1.81 -26.2 -7.0 19.4
4657 2561.10 – 2561.32 0.527 1.769 0.966 -1.97 -27.3 -6.4 21.2
4664 2564.78 – 2565.14 0.373 1.351 0.780 -1.43 -19.3 -4.0 15.4
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A.4 Dye-3 Ice Core, Greenland

Triplicate (I–III) measurement of bag 160 of the Dye-3 ice core. 160 A corresponds to the
top 50 cm and 160 B the bottom 50 cm of the bag. All measurements are expressed against
atmospheric air. The data is published. For details see section 3.2. The measurements are
performed with the new improved on-line system (section 3.2). The maximal data resolution
is about 3 cm. The measurements presented in this table are averages over 10 cm.

Bag Depth δ15N δ18O δ17O δ36Ar δO2/N2 δAr/N2 δAr/O2

(m) (0/00) (0/00) (0/00) (0/00) (0/00) (0/00) (0/00)
160 A I 159.07 0.242 0.506 0.223 -0.72 -15.2 -11.3 3.9
160 A I 159.17 0.243 0.546 0.280 -0.82 -19.4 -14.5 4.8
160 A I 159.27 0.288 0.537 0.204 -1.00 -14.5 -13.1 1.3
160 A I 159.37 0.276 0.463 0.125 -1.02 -20.1 -18.3 1.9

160 A II 159.07 0.161 0.357 0.132 -0.93 10.5 11.7 1.2
160 A II 159.18 0.233 0.466 0.141 -1.62 -0.9 3.5 3.8
160 A II 159.28 0.252 0.518 0.211 -1.22 -7.0 -1.7 5.3
160 A II 159.37 0.240 0.493 0.233 -0.99 -10.5 -4.9 5.6

160 A III 159.08 0.249 0.734 0.438 -0.81 -33.4 -17.4 16.8
160 A III 159.18 0.349 0.766 0.315 -1.46 -21.9 0.2 23.4
160 A III 159.28 0.327 0.700 0.337 -1.17 -29.2 -17.0 13.0
160 A III 159.37 0.274 0.520 0.211 -1.12 -26.7 -23.3 3.3

160 B I 159.52 0.218 0.460 0.185 -0.71 -15.2 -9.8 5.4
160 B I 159.62 0.232 0.435 0.178 -0.74 -5.0 -3.0 2.1
160 B I 159.72 0.244 0.483 0.208 -0.79 -6.9 -3.4 3.6
160 B I 159.82 0.262 0.599 0.304 -0.89 -18.0 -11.3 6.7

160 B II 159.52 0.229 0.460 0.217 -0.80 -15.9 -12.6 3.4
160 B II 159.62 0.238 0.463 0.204 -0.92 -10.7 -8.2 2.5
160 B II 159.72 0.243 0.497 0.230 -0.91 -15.1 -11.2 3.9
160 B II 159.82 0.278 0.572 0.250 -0.93 -17.5 -14.1 3.4

160 B III 159.52 0.209 0.512 0.254 -0.80 -10.2 -3.8 6.4
160 B III 159.62 0.207 0.462 0.206 -0.86 -6.0 -1.6 4.5
160 B III 159.72 0.220 0.652 0.337 -1.17 5.2 24.0 19.1
160 B III 159.82 0.280 0.672 0.313 -1.13 -21.2 -10.4 11.2
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A.5 EPICA Dome Concordia Ice Core (EDC-96), Antarctica

On-line air measurements performed on the Dome Concordia (Dome C) EDC-96 ice core
drilled in the framework of the European Project for Ice Coring in Antarctica (EPICA).
All measurements are expressed against atmospheric air. The δ18Oatm data is published
(section 3.2). Note that the measurements are performed with the unimproved version
of on-line system (section 3.1). Hence, the data can be slightly offset due to a different
dissolution fractionation of standard and sample. The maximal data resolution is about 3
cm. In this table only the measurements averages are listed.

Bag Depth (m) δ15N δ18O δ17O δ36Ar δO2/N2 δAr/N2 δAr/O2

Top – Bottom (0/00) (0/00) (0/00) (0/00) (0/00) (0/00) (0/00)
241 132.16 – 132.43 0.490 0.998 0.486 -1.88 -18.0 -4.9 13.4
338 185.50 – 185.61 0.449 0.740 0.365 -1.49 -32.3 -5.9 27.0
516 283.37 – 283.56 0.485 0.746 0.336 -1.67 -28.1 -15.9 12.7
710 390.11 – 390.30 0.477 1.365 0.663 -1.71 -23.5 -8.8 15.2
816 448.41 – 448.64 0.421 1.709 0.894 -1.35 -27.0 -15.8 12.0
1921 1056.02 – 1056.35 0.406 1.653 0.863 -1.59 -14.2 2.1 16.5

A.6 EPICA Dronning Maud Land Ice Core (DML), Antarc-
tica

Measurements performed on the Dronning Maud Land (DML) ice core drilled in the frame-
work of the European Project for Ice Coring in Antarctica (EPICA). All measurements are
expressed against atmospheric air. Bag 543 is measured in duplicate (A–B). The data of
bag 543 is published (section 3.2). The measurements are performed with the new improved
on-line system (section 3.2). The maximal data resolution is about 3 cm. The measurements
presented in this table are averages over 10 cm.

Bag Depth δ15N δ18O δ17O δ36Ar δO2/N2 δAr/N2 δAr/O2

(m) (0/00) (0/00) (0/00) (0/00) (0/00) (0/00) (0/00)
485 484.37 0.381 0.498 0.169 -1.54 -7.2 4.0 11.4
485 484.47 0.392 0.493 0.182 -1.57 -7.5 2.5 10.2
485 484.57 0.379 0.499 0.245 -1.53 -14.4 -4.1 10.4

543 A 542.34 0.370 0.547 0.300 -1.18 -28.2 -21.9 6.3
543 A 542.44 0.423 0.652 0.350 -1.29 -18.7 -9.5 9.2
543 A 542.54 0.368 0.561 0.342 -1.14 -32.2 -23.9 8.3
543 A 542.61 0.379 0.536 0.300 -1.45 -52.4 -46.0 6.3

543 B 542.34 0.373 0.604 0.328 -1.159 -45.1 -38.6 6.4
543 B 542.44 0.336 0.503 0.272 -1.276 -33.2 -25.4 7.8
543 B 542.54 0.352 0.527 0.281 -1.473 -45.6 -39.0 6.6
543 B 542.61 0.367 0.569 0.338 -1.183 -42.5 -34.7 7.8
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